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1483 

Week Ending Friday, October 7, 2005 

Proclamation 7936—National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 2005 
September 30, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Breast cancer is the second most common 

kind of cancer and the second leading cause 
of cancer deaths among women in the United 
States. During National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, we renew our commit-
ment to making progress in the fight to pre-
vent, detect, treat, and cure this deadly dis-
ease. 

Although we do not yet know the exact 
causes of breast cancer, researchers have dis-
covered several factors that can increase a 
person’s risk of developing the disease, in-
cluding age, characteristics of certain genes, 
and a family history of breast cancer. It is 
important for individuals to seek medical ad-
vice about risk factors and screening meth-
ods. 

Because treatment is more likely to be suc-
cessful when breast cancer is detected early, 
regular screening is vital. The National Can-
cer Institute (NCI) and the United States 
Preventive Services Task Force recommend 
that women age 40 and over have a mammo-
gram every 1 to 2 years. Women with an in-
creased risk of breast cancer should talk to 
their doctors about getting mammograms 
even before the age of 40. To increase aware-
ness about the importance of regular screen-
ing, the NCI’s Cancer Information Service 
Partnership Program collaborates with non-
profit, private, and government agencies 
across the country to provide information to 
people most in need. 

America leads the world in medical re-
search, and we are committed to continuing 
progress in the search for a cure for breast 
cancer. The National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences and the NCI are 

conducting research into genetic and envi-
ronmental factors that may increase breast 
cancer risk. The NCI is also sponsoring one 
of the largest studies ever conducted on 
breast cancer prevention, enrolling more 
than 19,000 women. This year alone, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the CDC, and the 
Department of Defense will collectively 
spend more than $850 million on breast can-
cer research. 

This month, we recognize breast cancer 
survivors, those battling the disease, and the 
family members and friends who are a tire-
less source of love and encouragement for 
these individuals. Their courage, hope, and 
faith are an inspiration to all of us. We appre-
ciate the efforts of medical professionals and 
researchers who work to find a cure for this 
deadly disease, and I urge all Americans to 
talk with friends and loved ones about the 
importance of breast cancer screening and 
early detection. By working together, we can 
raise awareness and help people live longer 
and healthier lives. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 2005 as 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I 
call upon Government officials, businesses, 
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the 
United States to continue our Nation’s strong 
commitment to preventing and treating 
breast cancer and to finding a cure for this 
disease. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:56 a.m., October 4, 2005] 
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 5. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 7937—National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month, 2005 
September 30, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Across America, individuals with disabil-

ities are making important contributions in 
the workplace. This month, we celebrate 
their accomplishments and reaffirm our com-
mitment to ensuring that the opportunities 
of America are available and accessible to 
every citizen. 

Fifteen years ago, President George H. W. 
Bush signed into law the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 (ADA), reducing barriers 
for millions of Americans with disabilities 
and providing a mandate for the elimination 
of discrimination in the workplace and in the 
community. Since the ADA was enacted, 
people with disabilities have been able to 
participate more fully in the workforce, and 
our Nation has become stronger and more 
just. Yet more work remains, and we con-
tinue our efforts to enable Americans with 
disabilities to live and work with greater free-
dom. 

In the spirit of the ADA, my Administra-
tion’s New Freedom Initiative has expanded 
access to assistive technologies, education, 
and opportunities for people with disabilities 
to integrate into the workforce. I signed into 
law legislation that improves the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act to ensure 
that our young people with disabilities are 
prepared for the many opportunities ahead. 
Through these and other efforts, we are 
working to ensure that Americans with dis-
abilities can realize the promise of America. 

To recognize the contributions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities and to encourage all 
citizens to ensure equal opportunity in the 
workforce, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved as amended (36 U.S.C. 121), has 

designated October of each year as ‘‘National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 2005 as National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I 
call upon Government officials, labor leaders, 
employers, and the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:56 a.m., October 4, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 5. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 7938—National 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, 2005 
September 30, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
We are making progress in the fight 

against violence in the home. Over the past 
decade, the domestic violence rate has de-
clined by an estimated 59 percent. But much 
work remains to be done. My Administration 
remains committed to preventing domestic 
abuse by supporting victims and punishing 
offenders. We have secured historic levels of 
funding for the Violence Against Women 
programs at the Department of Justice, pre-
sided over an increase in Federal prosecu-
tions for crimes of violence against women, 
and implemented a program to help fund 
transitional housing for victims fleeing do-
mestic abuse. 

To increase access to comprehensive sup-
port and services for victims of domestic vio-
lence, in 2003 I announced the creation of 
the Family Justice Center Initiative. These 
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centers bring together police officers, attor-
neys, counselors, doctors, victims’ advocates, 
chaplains, and others so that domestic vio-
lence victims can more easily find the help 
and support they need. The Department of 
Justice has awarded over $20 million to sup-
port the creation of 15 Family Justice Cen-
ters across the country, and several of these 
centers have already opened their doors and 
are making a difference in victims’ lives. 

Faith-based and community organizations 
are also making vital contributions in the ef-
fort to combat domestic violence. These or-
ganizations are fostering an environment 
where victims can step out of the shadows 
and get the help and care they need. 
Through initiatives like the Faith-Based and 
Community Organization Rural Pilot Pro-
gram and the Safe and Bright Futures for 
Children Initiative, the Departments of Jus-
tice and Health and Human Services are pro-
viding funding to support these organizations 
in their life-changing work. 

I appreciate all those who work to end do-
mestic violence and to protect vulnerable 
members of our society. By working to-
gether, we continue to build a society that 
respects the life and dignity of every person. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 2005 as 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. I urge all Americans to reach out to 
help victims of domestic violence and help 
to make ending domestic violence a national 
priority. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:56 a.m., October 4, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 5. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 7939—Child Health 
Day, 2005 
September 30, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Children are a precious gift, and we have 

a responsibility to help them realize a hopeful 
and promising future. On Child Health Day, 
we underscore the importance of healthy and 
active lifestyles for our Nation’s young peo-
ple, and we reaffirm our commitment to 
helping them use their gifts to work toward 
a successful future. 

We have high aspirations for all our Na-
tion’s children. Parents play the central role 
in ensuring the health and well-being of their 
children and in creating a safe and nurturing 
environment. Schools, communities, and 
government leaders can support the work of 
parents by helping to build a society based 
on the fundamental values of respect, hon-
esty, self-restraint, fairness, and compassion. 
We must all continue to promote a culture 
of responsibility in which families and com-
munities teach young people to understand 
that their decisions affect their health now 
and in the future. 

My Administration remains committed to 
giving parents, teachers, mentors, and com-
munities the resources they need to help 
children avoid drugs, alcohol, violence, early 
sexual activity, and other dangerous behav-
iors. Through the Helping America’s Youth 
initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, we 
are helping children to overcome the chal-
lenges they may face so they can lead healthy 
lives and realize their full potential. 

Young people are America’s future lead-
ers, and we can all work to instill the values 
that sustain a free society. On this day and 
throughout the year, I urge our citizens to 
give their time and talents to benefit our Na-
tion’s youth. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 
105), has called for the designation of the 
first Monday in October as ‘‘Child Health 
Day’’ and has requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 
2005, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, faith- 
based and community organizations, and 
governments to help all our children discover 
the rewards of good health and wellness. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:56 a.m., October 4, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 5. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 1, 2005 

Good morning. This week I met with the 
generals who are overseeing our efforts in 
Iraq—Generals Abizaid and Casey—to dis-
cuss our strategy for victory. They updated 
me on the operations in Baghdad last week-
end, in which Iraqi and coalition forces 
tracked down and killed the second most 
wanted Al Qaida leader in Iraq. This brutal 
killer was a top lieutenant of the terrorist 
Zarqawi. He was also one of the terrorists 
responsible for the recent wave of attacks in 
the Iraqi capital, which is part of the terrorist 
campaign to halt political progress in Iraq, 
by stopping this month’s referendum on the 
Iraqi constitution. 

Our strategy in Iraq is clear: We’re hunting 
down deadly terrorist leaders. We’re con-
ducting aggressive counterterrorism oper-
ations in the areas where the terrorists are 
concentrated. We are constantly adapting our 
tactics to the changing tactics of the terror-
ists, and we’re training more Iraqi forces to 
assume increasing responsibility for their 
country’s security. 

The growing size and increasing capability 
of the Iraqi security forces are helping our 
coalition address a challenge we have faced 
since the beginning of the war. It used to 
be that after we cleared the terrorists out of 
a city, there were not enough qualified Iraqi 
troops to maintain control. So if we left to 
conduct missions in other areas of Iraq, the 
terrorists would try to move back in. Now 
the increasing number of more capable Iraqi 
troops has allowed us to keep a better hold 
on the cities we have taken from the terror-
ists. The Iraqi troops know their people and 
their language, and they know who the ter-
rorists are. By leaving Iraqi units in the cities 
we have cleared out, we can keep those cities 
safe, while moving on to hunt down the ter-
rorists in other parts of the country. 

We used this approach recently in Iraq’s 
northwest region, where Iraqi and coalition 
forces targeted an area that was one of the 
main routes for foreign terrorists entering 
Iraq from Syria. During operations in the key 
town of Tall ‘Afar, Iraqi security forces out-
numbered coalition forces for the first time 
in a major offensive operation. Because of 
our joint efforts, hundreds of insurgents and 
terrorists have been killed or captured or 
flushed out, and our continued efforts will 
make it more difficult for foreign terrorists 
to enter Iraq. 

As part of our strategy, Iraqi forces have 
stayed behind in Tall ‘Afar to ensure that the 
terrorists cannot return and regroup. And co-
alition and Iraqi troops are pursuing the ter-
rorists in western Iraq, working to deny Al 
Qaida a safe haven there and to stop terror-
ists from crossing into the country through 
Syria. 

I’m encouraged by the increasing size and 
capability of the Iraqi security forces. Today, 
they have more than 100 battalions operating 
throughout the country, and our com-
manders report that the Iraqi forces are serv-
ing with increasing effectiveness. In fact, this 
week coalition forces were able to turn over 
security responsibility for one of Iraq’s larg-
est cities, Karbala, to Iraqi soldiers. As Iraqi 
forces show they’re capable of fighting the 
terrorists, they are earning the trust and con-
fidence of the Iraqi people, which will ensure 
the success of a free and democratic Iraq. 
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More difficult and dangerous work still lies 
ahead. The terrorists have a history of esca-
lating their attacks before Iraq’s major polit-
ical milestones, and two elections are fast ap-
proaching. In 2 weeks, Iraqis will vote on a 
democratic constitution, and if that constitu-
tion is approved, they will return to the polls 
later this year to elect a fully constitutional 
government. 

As Iraqis take these next steps on the path 
to freedom and democracy, the terrorists will 
do everything they can to stop this progress 
and try to break our will. They will fail. De-
feating the terrorists in Iraq will require 
more time and more sacrifice. Yet all Ameri-
cans can have confidence in the military com-
manders who are leading the effort in Iraq 
and in the troops under their command. 
They have made important gains in recent 
weeks and months. They are adapting our 
strategy to meet the needs on the ground, 
and they’re helping us to bring victory in the 
war on terror. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, 
combatant commander, U.S. Central Command; 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding 
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; and senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks Announcing the 
Nomination of Harriet E. Miers To 
Be an Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court 

October 3, 2005 

In our great democracy, the Supreme 
Court is the guardian of our constitutional 
freedoms and the protector of our founding 
promise of equal justice under the law. Over 
the past 5 years, I’ve spoken clearly to the 
American people about the qualities I look 
for in a Supreme Court Justice. A Justice 
must be a person of accomplishment and 
sound legal judgment. A Justice must be a 
person of fairness and unparalleled integrity. 
And a Justice must strictly apply the Con-

stitution and laws of the United States, and 
not legislate from the bench. 

This summer I nominated an individual to 
the High Court who embodies all these char-
acteristics. And this morning our Nation can 
be proud when John Roberts opens a new 
Supreme Court session as the 17th Chief Jus-
tice of the United States. 

It is now my duty to select a nominee to 
fill the seat that will be left vacant by the 
retirement of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. 
Once again, I considered a wide variety of 
distinguished Americans from different walks 
of life. Once again, we consulted with Demo-
crats and Republicans in the United States 
Senate. We received good advice from more 
than 80 Senators. And once again, one person 
stood out as exceptionally well suited to sit 
on the highest court of our Nation. 

This morning I’m proud to announce that 
I am nominating Harriet Ellan Miers to serve 
as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 
For the past 5 years, Harriet Miers has 
served in critical roles in our Nation’s Gov-
ernment, including one of the most impor-
tant legal positions in the country, White 
House Counsel. She has devoted her life to 
the rule of law and the cause of justice. She 
will be an outstanding addition to the Su-
preme Court of the United States. 

Harriet was born and raised in Dallas, 
Texas. She attended public schools. When ill-
ness struck her family during her freshman 
year in college, Harriet went to work to help 
pay for her own education. She went on to 
receive a bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
and a law degree from Southern Methodist 
University. 

Over the course of a distinguished legal 
career, Harriet has earned the respect and 
admiration of her fellow attorneys. She has 
a record of achievement in the law, as well 
as experience as an elected member of the 
Dallas City Council. She served at high levels 
of both State and Federal Government. Be-
fore State and Federal courts, she has tried 
cases and argued appeals that covered a 
broad range of matters. She’s been a leader 
in the American Bar Association and has 
been recognized by the National Law Journal 
as one of the most powerful attorneys in 
America. 
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Harriet’s greatest inspiration was her 
mother, who taught her the difference be-
tween right and wrong and instilled in Har-
riet the conviction that she could do anything 
she set her mind to. Inspired by that con-
fidence, Harriet became a pioneer in the 
field of law, breaking down barriers to 
women that remained even after a genera-
tion—remained a generation after President 
Reagan appointed Justice O’Connor to the 
Supreme Court. 

Harriet was the first woman to be hired 
at one of Dallas’s top law firms, the first 
woman to become president of that firm, the 
first woman to lead a large law firm in the 
State of Texas. Harriet also became the first 
woman president of the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion and the first woman elected president 
of the State Bar of Texas. In recognition of 
her achievements paving the way for women 
lawyers, Harriet’s colleagues in Texas have 
honored her with numerous awards, most re-
cently the Sandra Day O’Connor Award for 
professional excellence. 

Harriet has built a reputation for fairness 
and integrity. When I came to office as the 
Governor of Texas, the Lottery Commission 
needed a leader of unquestioned integrity. 
I chose Harriet because I knew she would 
earn the confidence of the people of Texas. 
The Dallas Morning News said that Harriet 
insisted on a system that was fair and honest. 
She delivered results. 

Harriet has also earned a reputation for 
her deep compassion and abiding sense of 
duty. In Texas, she made it her mission to 
support better legal representation for the 
poor and underserved. As president of the 
Dallas Bar, she called on her fellow lawyers 
to volunteer and staff free neighborhood clin-
ics. She led by example. She put in long 
hours of pro bono work. Harriet Miers has 
given generously of her time and talent by 
serving as a leader with more than a dozen 
community groups and charities, including 
the Young Women’s Christian Association, 
Child Care Dallas, Goodwill Industries, Exo-
dus Ministries, Meals on Wheels, and the 
Legal Aid Society. Harriet’s life has been 
characterized by service to others, and she 
will bring that same passion for service to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

I’ve given a lot of thought to the kind of 
people who should serve on the Federal judi-
ciary. I’ve come to agree with the late Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist, who wrote about 
the importance of having judges who are 
drawn from a wide diversity of professional 
backgrounds. Justice Rehnquist himself 
came to the Supreme Court without prior 
experience on the bench, as did more than 
35 other men, including Byron White. And 
I’m proud to nominate an outstanding 
woman who brings a similar record of 
achievement in private practice and public 
service. 

Under the Constitution, Harriet’s nomina-
tion now goes before the United States Sen-
ate for confirmation. The American people 
expect Harriet’s hearings to be handled with 
the same respect and civility that character-
ized the last three Supreme Court confirma-
tions—those of Chief Justice Roberts, Justice 
Breyer, and Justice Ginsburg. 

In its consideration of Chief Justice Rob-
erts’ nomination, the Senate made it clear 
that a well-qualified nominee, committed to 
strictly interpret the law, can be confirmed 
promptly and by a large bipartisan majority. 
As the new Chief Justice said at his swearing 
in last week, ‘‘The Senate vote affirmed the 
bedrock principle that judging is different 
from politics.’’ I believe that Senators of both 
parties will find that Harriet Miers’ talent, 
experience, and judicial philosophy make her 
a superb choice to safeguard the constitu-
tional liberties and equality of all Americans. 

Harriet Miers will strictly interpret our 
Constitution and laws. She will not legislate 
from the bench. I ask the Senate to review 
her qualifications, thoroughly and fairly, and 
to vote on her nomination promptly. 

This morning I again thank Justice O’Con-
nor for her 24 years of service on the Su-
preme Court, including some additional time 
that she had not planned on. In selecting a 
nominee, I’ve sought to find an American of 
grace, judgment, and unwavering devotion to 
the Constitution and laws of our country. 
Harriet Miers is just such a person. 

I’ve known Harriet for more than a dec-
ade. I know her heart; I know her character. 
I know that Harriet’s mother is proud of her 
today, and I know her father would be proud 
of her too. I’m confident that Harriet Miers 
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will add to the wisdom and character of our 
judiciary when she is confirmed as the 110th 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Harriet, thank you for agreeing to serve. 
Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Harriet E. Miers. 

The President’s News Conference 
October 4, 2005 

The President. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. Yesterday I nominated an outstanding 
individual to serve on the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Over the past three dec-
ades, Harriet Miers has built a stellar record 
of accomplishment in the law. She’s been a 
model of service to our country and to our 
citizens. I’ve known her for more than 10 
years. I know her character. She’s a woman 
of principle and deep conviction. She shares 
my philosophy that judges should strictly in-
terpret the laws and the Constitution of the 
United States and not legislate from the 
bench. 

I appreciate the reception that Harriet has 
gotten on Capitol Hill. I expect the Senate 
to conduct fair hearings and to hold an up- 
or-down vote on Harriet’s nomination by 
Thanksgiving. 

Congress has got other important work to 
do, starting with our response to the Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. We here in Wash-
ington have got a vital role to play in the 
recovery and reconstruction efforts on the 
gulf coast. I’ve made that clear. I’ve also 
made it clear we must do so in a fiscally re-
sponsible way. Congress needs to pay for as 
much of the hurricane relief as possible by 
cutting spending. I’ll work with Members of 
Congress to identify offsets to free up money 
for the reconstruction efforts. I will ask them 
to make even deeper reductions in the man-
datory spending programs than are already 
planned. As Congress completes action on 
the 2006 appropriations bills, I call on Mem-
bers to make real cuts in nonsecurity spend-
ing. 

The heart of America is big enough to be 
generous and responsible at the same time. 

One of our most important obligations is to 
ensure that hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents displaced by the storms can continue 
with their studies. Congress needs to provide 
assistance to States and local school districts 
that have taken these children in, whether 
the schools are public or private. 

As the Federal Government meets its re-
sponsibilities, the people of the gulf coast 
must also recognize its limitations. The en-
gine that drives growth and job creation in 
America is the private sector, and the private 
sector will be the engine that drives the re-
covery of the gulf coast. So I’ve outlined a 
set of policies to attract private investment 
to the affected areas, to encourage small 
business development and to help workers 
in need get back on their feet. These policies 
are vital to our efforts to help the good folks 
who’ve suffered down there in Louisiana and 
Mississippi and Alabama. And I call on Con-
gress to include these measures in the recov-
ery legislation that they send to my desk. 

The storms that hit our gulf coast also 
touched every American with higher prices 
at the gas pump. They highlighted a problem 
I’ve been talking about since I’ve come to 
Washington. We need more refining capac-
ity. It ought to be clear to everybody that 
this country needs to build more refining ca-
pacity to be able to deal with the issues of 
tight supply. We haven’t built a new refinery 
since the 1970s. And so I look forward to 
working with Congress to pass reasonable law 
that will allow current refiners to expand and 
to encourage the construction of new refin-
eries. 

We also got to continue to make sure we 
meet our obligations to prevent further ter-
rorist attack. One of the most important, ef-
fective tools for safeguarding our country is 
the PATRIOT Act. This good law allows law 
enforcement officers to hunt down terrorists 
with many of the same tools they already use 
to fight organized crime and drug dealers. 
The PATRIOT Act is getting results. It’s a 
positive piece of legislation. Parts of it are 
set to expire. Congress needs to recognize 
that terrorist threats won’t expire, and so they 
need to send me a bill that reauthorizes the 
PATRIOT Act. 
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We’ve been through a lot, but there’s no 
question in my mind that we’re going to ac-
complish great things. We’ll make this coun-
try more secure. We’ll help the parts of our 
country that got destroyed rebuild. We’ll 
keep this economy strong. The work of our 
Government goes on, and I’m looking for-
ward to working with Members of Congress 
to meet our obligations and responsibilities. 

With that, I’ll be glad to take some ques-
tions. Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press]. 

Associate Justice-Designate Harriet Miers 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-

dent, of all the people in the United States 
you had to choose from, is Harriet Miers the 
most qualified to serve on the Supreme 
Court? 

The President. Yes. Otherwise I wouldn’t 
have put her on. 

Q. One—— 
The President. Let me—please. Please. 

I’ve known Harriet for over a decade. I’ve 
worked with Harriet. She’s a woman of prin-
ciple and character. She’s highly intelligent. 
She has been a pioneer in the field of law 
in my State of Texas. She was the first woman 
hired by her law firm—first woman partner, 
I mean, by the law firm. She managed a law 
firm. She was the first head of the Dallas 
Bar—first woman to head the Dallas Bar, 
first woman to head the State Bar of Texas. 
She’s an enormously accomplished person 
who’s incredibly bright. 

Secondly, she knows the kind of judge I’m 
looking for. After all, she was a part of the 
process that selected John Roberts. I don’t 
want somebody to go on the bench to try 
to supplant the legislative process. I’m inter-
ested in people that will be strict construc-
tionists, so we—and I’ve told that to the 
American people ever since I started running 
for office. I said, ‘‘Vote for me. This is the 
kind of judges I’ll put on the bench.’’ And 
there should be no doubt in anybody’s mind 
what I believe a judge—the philosophy of 
a judge. And Harriet Miers shares that phi-
losophy. 

Thirdly, I know her well enough to be able 
to say that she’s not going to change, that 
20 years from now she’ll be the same person 
with the same philosophy that she is today. 
She’ll have more experience. She’ll have 

been a judge, but nevertheless, her philos-
ophy won’t change. And that’s important to 
me. It was important to me when I picked 
Chief Justice Roberts. It’s important for me 
in picking Harriet Miers. 

Finally, I got some interesting suggestions. 
I actually listen to the Senators when they 
bring forth ideas, and they brought forth 
some really interesting ideas during the 
course of our conversations, some told me 
directly, many brought to me by people on 
my staff. And one of the most interesting 
ideas I heard was, ‘‘Why don’t you pick some-
body who hasn’t been a judge? Why don’t 
you reach outside the,’’ I think one Senator 
said, the ‘‘judicial monastery.’’ 

I thought it was an interesting idea, and 
I thought long and hard about it. I obviously 
looked at whether or not other Presidents 
had done—made that decision. They had. 
And so, recognizing that Harriet will bring 
not only expertise but a fresh approach, I 
nominated her. And she’ll be a really good 
judge. And as I said, I appreciate the recep-
tion she’s gotten at Capitol Hill. After all, 
they’re going to—they’ll decide. 

Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters]. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Some con-

servatives have said that you did not pick 
someone like Scalia and Thomas because you 
shied away from a battle with the Democrats. 
Is there any truth to that? And are you wor-
ried about charges of cronyism? 

The President. Well, I just described to 
you why I picked Harriet. I’d be glad to go 
over it again if you like. In other words, she’s 
eminently qualified. She shares my judicial 
philosophy. She is a pioneer when it comes 
to the law. She’s an extraordinary woman. 

The decision as to whether or not there 
will be a fight is up to the Democrats. They 
get to decide whether or not the special in-
terests will decide the tone of the debate. 
Look, I’m upbeat about the tone of the hear-
ings but—except I’m mindful of the fact that 
somebody as eminently as qualified as John 
Roberts did have half the Democrat caucus 
voted against him. 

I picked the best person I could find. Peo-
ple are going to be amazed at her strength 
of character and her intellect. But the tone 
will be set by the people who conduct the 
hearings and give the speeches and run the 
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television ads. When it’s all said and done, 
the American people are going to know what 
I know, though: This woman deserves to be 
on the bench, and she’ll be credit—and she’ll 
bring credit to the bench and to the law. 

Q. The issue of cronyism? 
The President. I just answered. I picked 

the best person I could find. People know 
we’re close. But you got to understand, be-
cause of our closeness, I know the character 
of the person. It’s one thing to say a person 
can read the law—and that’s important—and 
understand the law. But what also matters, 
Adam, is the intangibles. To me, a person’s 
strength of character counts a lot. And as a 
result of my friendship with Harriet, I know 
her strength of character. 

It’s important to me—again, I’ll repeat to 
you: I don’t want to put somebody on the 
bench who is this way today and changes. 
That’s not what I’m interested in. I’m inter-
ested in finding somebody who shares my 
philosophy today and will have that same phi-
losophy 20 years from now. And after spend-
ing a lot of time thinking about this nomina-
tion, there’s no doubt in my mind that’s the 
way Harriet Miers—there’s no doubt in my 
mind it’s the way Chief Justice John Roberts 
is as well. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You’ve taken 
time to express that you know her heart, her 
character; you’ve emphasized your friend-
ship. So it seems reasonable that over the 
course of the years you’ve known her, per-
haps you have discussed the issue of abortion. 
Have you ever discussed with Harriet Miers, 
abortion? Or have you gleaned from her 
comments her views on that subject? 

The President. I have no litmus test. It’s 
also something I’ve consistently said: There 
is no litmus test. What matters to me is her 
judicial philosophy: what does she believe the 
role—the proper role of the judiciary is, rel-
ative to the legislative and the executive 
branch. And she’ll be asked all kinds of ques-
tions up there, but the most important thing 
for me is, what kind of judge will she be? 
And so there’s no litmus test. 

Q. Sir, you’ve already said there was no 
litmus test—— 

The President. Correct. And I’ll say it 
again: There is no litmus test. 

Q. But she is not someone you interviewed 
for the job that you didn’t know. You’ve 
known her a long time. Have you never dis-
cussed abortion with her? 

The President. In my interviews with any 
judge, I never ask their personal opinion on 
the subject of abortion. 

Q. In your friendship with her, you’ve 
never discussed abortion? 

The President. Not to my recollection 
have I ever sat down with her—what I have 
done is understand the type of person she 
is and the type of judge she will be. 

John [John Roberts, CBS News]. 

Training Iraqi Troops 
Q. Mr. President, thank you, sir. A couple 

of weeks ago, you stood here in the Rose 
Garden with Generals Abizaid and Casey, 
and you cited the accomplishments regarding 
the standing up of Iraqi troops there. You 
said that there were 12 battalions that were 
working out of Fallujah and the western part, 
20 in Baghdad, 100 across the nation. And 
then that afternoon, Abizaid and Casey went 
up to Capitol Hill and said, ‘‘Well, there’s 
one battle-ready battalion,’’ which led some 
Republican Senators to say, ‘‘Well, the situa-
tion is getting worse.’’ So the question is, sir, 
it appears, between what you said and what 
they said, something is not adding up here. 

The President. Well, what is happening 
in Iraq is the following: More and more 
Iraqis are able to take the fight to the enemy. 
And that’s important to achieve our goal, and 
the goal is for a stable, democratic Iraq that 
is an ally in the war on terror. 

Right now there are over 80 army battal-
ions fighting alongside coalition troops. Over 
30 Iraqi—I say, army battalions—Iraqi army 
battalions. There are over 30 Iraqi battalions 
in the lead, and that is substantial progress 
from the way the world was a year ago. 

Success in Iraq is really important for our 
future, and to succeed in Iraq we have a dual- 
track strategy. On the one hand, there’s a 
political strategy, a constitutional process and 
then elections in December. And the other 
one is the security strategy that you de-
scribed. 

American troops are—have got two mis-
sions. One is to track down the Zarqawis and 
his affiliates and bring them to justice. We 
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had success doing that, as you might recall, 
with the fellow in Baghdad. And the second 
mission is to train Iraqis, and we’ve got sev-
eral ways we’re doing that. One is, obviously, 
kind of your basic training route. The other 
is to embed our troops with Iraqi forces to 
teach them not only how to fight, but how 
to have a proper command and control struc-
ture. 

Remember a Rose Garden press con-
ference a while back—I think it was a Rose 
Garden press conference—where you might 
have asked me this very type of question. I 
said one of the concerns we have is the ca-
pacity of the Iraqis to develop command and 
control. In other words, it’s one thing to have 
people able to march; it’s another thing to 
have the capacity to send them into battle 
in an organized way. One of the things that 
our folks measure is whether or not that’s 
taking place. And the answer is, there is 
progress. There’s obviously more work to be 
done, more units to be stood up, but we’ve 
got, as I said, over 30 battalions in the lead, 
and that’s positive progress. 

Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. 

Federal Budget 
Q. Mr. President, you presided over the 

largest increase in the size, the power, and 
the cost of the Federal Government since 
Lyndon Baines Johnson. A lot of your sup-
porters are wondering what’s so conservative 
about that? And can you answer them and 
tell the American people, given the budget 
deficit, the cost of the war, the cost of 
Katrina, specifically—by naming a specific 
program or revenue measure—how you’re 
going to pay for all this? 

The President. First, let me remind peo-
ple that we are at war. And I have pledged 
to the American people and, more impor-
tantly, the troops and their families, we’ll 
make sure they have what it takes to succeed. 

Secondly, when it comes to discretionary 
spending, nonsecurity discretionary spend-
ing, the budget I submitted to the United 
States Congress actually reduces nondis-
cretionary—discretionary, nonsecurity 
spending. And as a matter of fact, if you look 
at the trend line for nonsecurity discretionary 
spending, I think it was 6 percent when I 
first was elected. It’s down to negative now. 

Secondly, I have addressed the issue of 
mandatory spending, and this is an area 
where I believe we can find substantial off-
sets to help pay for ongoing Katrina oper-
ations or Rita operations. As a matter of fact, 
we proposed $187 billion in cuts over a 10- 
year period of time, that Congress has looked 
at. Some of that—I would ask them to look 
at all of the $187 billion. We proposed to 
eliminate or streamline 150 programs in the 
budget process, saving about $20 billion this 
year. I would ask them to make sure, as they 
consider the budget, that they take a look 
at those 150 programs. 

One of my concerns is that, as they begin 
to move their appropriations bills, that the 
appropriations bills don’t strictly adhere to 
the budgets we’ve agreed to. And there’s an-
other area we can show fiscal responsibility. 

And in the long run, there’s two big issues 
looming that are budgetary issues. One—and 
these are the unfunded liabilities inherent in 
the mandatory programs of Social Security 
and Medicare. And as you know, I’ve advo-
cated the need for people to come together 
to address the Social Security issue. It’s an 
issue that’s not going to go away. And I’ll 
continue to talk about it. There seems to be 
a diminished appetite in the short term, but 
I’m going to remind people that there is a 
long-term issue that we must solve, not only 
for the sake of the budget but, more impor-
tantly, for the sake of younger workers who 
are going to either have to pay a ton of money 
in order to justify current benefits or to take 
a look at the underlying causes of the growth 
of benefits and do something about it—show 
some political courage. 

Conservative Philosophy 
Q. Are you still a conservative? 
The President. Am I what? 
Q. Still a conservative? 
The President. Am I still a conservative? 

Proudly so. Proudly so. 
Let’s see—Bob [Bob Franken, CNN]. 

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity 
Q. Mr. President, as we hop around here, 

let me move to the Valerie Plame investiga-
tion, which many people believe is coming 
to a close. As you know, some top members 
of your administration have been named as 
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part of that investigation. Is it your intention, 
if anybody in your administration is indicted, 
to remove that person from your administra-
tion? 

The President. I am mindful of the inves-
tigation. I’ll remind you what I said last time 
I was asked about this: I’m not going to talk 
about it until the investigation is complete. 
And it’s important that the investigation run 
its course. 

Q. If you won’t talk about it, sir —— 
The President. I think—let’s just let the 

process run its course. 
Let’s see here. Elisabeth [Elisabeth 

Bumiller, New York Times]. 

Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said at 

the time of Hurricane Katrina that you were 
dissatisfied with your administration’s re-
sponse. You’ve had some time to think about 
it now. Is there anything that you, yourself, 
personally, could have done or would have 
done differently now? 

The President. You know, look, as I said 
the other day, to the extent that the Federal 
Government fell down on the job, I take re-
sponsibility. And I command a large, vast ad-
ministration, and people I put in place, I take 
responsibility for the decisions they made. 
One area where I hope the country takes a 
look at is the responsibility between Federal, 
State, and local government when it comes 
to catastrophic events, highly catastrophic 
events. In other words, is there a need to 
move Federal assets more quickly, in spite 
of laws on the books that may discourage 
that? That’s an area where I think we ought 
to take a good, hard look. 

We have taken a look at FEMA. We’ve 
made decisions inside of FEMA. We’re con-
tinuing to take a look at FEMA to make sure 
FEMA is capable of dealing with an emer-
gency of this size. And so there’s a lot of 
analysis going on, not only to the response 
in the immediacy of the hurricane but con-
tinuing to analyze to make sure our response 
is a wise response. 

Q. But you, yourself, sir, anything you 
could have done? 

The President. I’ll take responsibility—I’ll 
take all the responsibility for the failures at 
the Federal level. 

Let’s see. April [April Ryan, American 
Urban Radio Networks]. 

Race and Poverty/2008 Elections 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-

dent, the Bible speaks of goodwill towards 
‘‘the least of these.’’ With that, how are you 
going to bridge the divide of poverty and race 
in this country beyond economics and home-
ownership, that after Hurricane Katrina and 
also the Bill Bennett statements? And also, 
how can the Republican Party gain the black 
vote—more of the black vote in 2008, after 
these public relations fiascos? 

The President. Well, first of all, I happen 
to believe that economics has a lot to do with 
bridging divides. You mentioned poverty, 
and there is a divide in our country when 
it comes to wealth. And one way to bridge 
that divide is to encourage economic growth, 
vitality, jobs that pay well, and small business. 
You can’t divorce bridging divides, April, 
from economic vitality; you just can’t. It’s a 
part of how we enable people to realize 
dreams—by having a growing economy. 

Secondly, I don’t think you can divorce 
bridging divides from ownership. In other 
words, I think it’s essential that people own 
something if they’re going to have a stake 
in the future of the country. I think part of 
the divide occurs because some people own 
a home and others don’t. I think there’s 
something so powerfully healing about a soci-
ety in which more and more people have 
ownership. 

Thirdly, education is a vital part of bridg-
ing divides. As you know, I came to Wash-
ington intent upon challenging a system 
which, in my view, too often gave up on chil-
dren; that said, ‘‘Let’s don’t measure, and 
let’s just move them through.’’ It’s a system 
that let a lot of families down, but more im-
portantly, let a lot of children down. I think 
education is one of the keys to addressing 
the issue of divides in our country. So the 
No Child Left Behind Act, which challenges 
what I’ve called the soft bigotry of low expec-
tations, is beginning to make good results. 
You know why? Because we measure. 

I think it’s important for us to continue 
to allow faith-based programs to interface 
with people to help them have hope. One 
of the most important initiatives I laid out 
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was the mentoring program for children 
whose parents may be in prison. 

And so you address the racial divide in a 
variety of ways. And, obviously, the tone mat-
ters, from leadership. It matters what leaders 
say. It matters that somebody, first of all, un-
derstands there’s a problem and is willing to 
talk about it. And I will continue to do so 
as the President. 

Q. What about 2008 and the Republican 
Party? 

The President. 2008? My head is not 
there yet. I’m right here in 2005. 

Q. The Republican Party is trying to gain 
more of the black vote—— 

The President. Just got to keep asking for 
the vote. First of all, the Republican Party 
should never take a vote for granted, and nei-
ther should the Democrat Party. And there-
fore, that means you’ve got to go out and 
work hard for the vote and talk about what 
you believe. And I try to do so, with not a 
lot of success, although I improved. But I 
was disappointed, frankly, in the vote I got 
in the African American community; I was. 
I’ve done my best to elevate people to posi-
tions of authority and responsibility—not just 
positions, but positions where they can actu-
ally make a difference in the lives of people. 
I put people in my Cabinet; I put people 
in my sub-Cabinet. I’ve elevated people from 
all walks of life, because I believe there’s a 
responsibility for the President to reach out. 
And so it’s not a matter of tone; it’s also a 
matter of action—and just got to keep work-
ing at it, April. 

Wendell [Wendell Goler, Fox News Chan-
nel]. 

Hurricane Katrina Recovery 
Q. Mr. President, shortly after Hurricane 

Katrina hit and we saw the ugly pictures from 
New Orleans, you said that the results of the 
response were unacceptable. Are the results 
acceptable yet, sir? Are people getting the 
aid they need as fast as they need to get it? 

The President. In some cases, we’ve done 
a good job of getting $2,000 to people. And 
in some cases, there’s—probably do a better 
job of getting temporary housing to people. 
We’re dealing with a storm of a massive scale 
in which millions of people left their 

homes—over a million people left their 
homes. 

I think that the notion of helping people 
immediately worked pretty good. It worked 
good because the Government responded 
with the checks. It also worked really good 
because our individual citizens responded in 
an incredibly generous and compassionate 
way. 

You know, I’m not so sure—I’m not 
through yet. I’m not so sure how history will 
judge the movement of people, but I suspect 
it’s going to be—when we actually take an 
objective look at what took place, people will 
be amazed at what happened and how it hap-
pened. And the responses of thousands of 
citizens to take in strangers—that’s kind of 
the untold story. I know you’ve kind of 
looked at it, but deep down there’s a richer 
story to be told. 

There’s always going to be frustrations in 
the immediate aftermath of a storm. I re-
member going down there and talking to 
those mayors in Mississippi, that—and the 
county folks that were just overwhelmed. 
You’re looking at a mayor of Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi, who had been in office for 2 months, 
and that city was obliterated—just gone. 
Pascagoula, Mississippi, the mayor of that 
city had been mayor for 2 months—a young 
guy, you know, wanted to serve his commu-
nity. The first thing that came to his desk 
was the fact that his city got wiped out. 

And there was the initial shock. And then 
there was the reaction about, ‘‘How about 
getting this debris removed?’’ And there was 
some bureaucracy, some rules that prevented 
the debris getting removed right off the bat. 
And I’ll explain why, if you’re interested. 
Okay, now that you’re interested, I’ll tell you: 
Because they didn’t want to be moving feder-
ally paid dozers on private property. Imagine 
cleaning up the debris and a person shows 
up and says, ‘‘Where’s my valuable china?’’ 
Or, ‘‘Where’s my valuable art?’’ 

So we had to work through all this. The 
frustration level was building. But we came 
up with an accord that allowed for the Fed-
eral Government to pay for debris removal 
off private property. It took awhile and there 
were a lot of frustrations, Wendell, but the 
fact that we were able to gather the problem 
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and respond to it was positive, and that’s 
what continues on. 

My own judgment, as I said earlier, is that 
obviously there’s a Federal role, but the true 
engine for growth is going to be the private 
sector. That’s where things are going to hap-
pen in an expeditious way. That’s where 
you’ll find a lot of hope and opportunity that 
will develop. I mean, there’s going to be a 
lot of construction jobs. And the fundamental 
question is: Do we have the wherewithal and 
the skill to train people to do the jobs that 
will exist? You’ve got people that may not— 
were—able to be electricians. But we have 
an opportunity to train them to become an 
electrician, because that’s where the jobs will 
be. 

So we’re constantly—what I’m telling you 
is we’re constantly dealing with problems as 
they arise, Wendell, from one of the largest 
storms in the Nation’s history. And we’re try-
ing to make it as even a response as possible. 

Baker [Peter Baker, Washington Post]. 
You’re next. 

Associate Justice-Designate Harriet Miers 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said sev-

eral times now, sir, that you don’t want a Jus-
tice who will be different 20 years from now 
than she is today. Given that standard, I won-
der in hindsight whether you think the ap-
pointment of Justice David Souter, then, was 
a mistake? And even— 

The President. You’re trying to get me 
in trouble with my father, Baker. [Laughter] 

Q. Well, I’m trying to understand what in-
formed your choice this time? 

The President. Call him. [Laughter] Go 
ahead. Sorry to interrupt you. 

Q. Well, the second part of my question 
is: If there’s no litmus test, regardless of who 
serves on the Supreme Court, would you like 
to see the Supreme Court overturn Roe v. 
Wade? 

The President. You know, I’m not going 
to interject that kind of issue in the midst 
of these hearings. Harriet Miers will stand 
on her own. I made my position very clear 
in the course of my campaigns: My posi-
tion—and I’m a pro-life President. Harriet 
Miers is going to go up to the Senate, and 
they’re going to look at her and determine 
whether or not she’s got the temperament, 

the intelligence, and the philosophy to be an 
excellent Supreme Court judge. And she will 
be—she will be. 

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Getting back 

to the leak investigation just for a moment, 
I’m curious, sir, whether you’ve had any con-
versations with any of your aides, particularly 
Karl Rove or Scooter Libby, about any of 
their dealings with reporters poking around 
on that issue and any strategy that they may 
have come up with to deal with that issue. 

The President. The special prosecutor 
made it very clear early in the process that 
those of us in the White House need not— 
need—should not discuss the case, publicly 
or privately. 

Ed [Ed Chen, Los Angeles Times]. 

Legislative Priorities 
Q. Good morning, Mr. President. Sir, 

you’ve talked about a lot of priorities you still 
would like to see enacted. But Congress is 
now facing its own elections and reelections 
a year from now; you’re not. To what extent 
is this divergence of interests—how does that 
scramble your agenda? And I guess I’m ask-
ing, how much political capital have you got 
left in your—— 

The President. Plenty. 
Q. What do you want to—— 
The President. Plenty. I’m going to spend 

it in the short term on getting a budget out 
that is fiscally responsible, one that decreases 
nonsecurity discretionary spending—actually 
decreases it, not increases it. Secondly, I will 
continue to work with Congress to make sure 
our soldiers have what they need to win the 
war on terror. We’re making good progress 
in Iraq, and Iraq is a part of the war on terror. 
That’s what the American people need to un-
derstand. That’s what General Abizaid made 
clear when he came back from the theater. 
He recognized that Iraq is a part of a larger 
global struggle. And we got to win in Iraq, 
and we will win in Iraq. 

Obviously, I’ve talked about energy. I want 
to make sure that Congress continues to 
focus on energy. Listen, we got a—the storm 
created a short-term problem, and that is, 
when they shut down refineries, it creates 
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a bubble in the system. Now, one of the 
things I did was, I suspended all blending 
rules, in order to be able to more likely im-
port foreign gasoline. And that helped make 
up the difference between the refinery ca-
pacity shutdown and the demands of the 
American people. But there’s a bubble mov-
ing through the system, and one way to deal 
with it is to be wise about how we use energy. 

So another way to deal with it is to recog-
nize we’ve got tight energy supplies. And one 
way to deal with tight energy supplies is to 
increase supply, and the only way to increase 
supply is to build refineries. Again, I repeat 
to you this amazing fact: We have not built 
a new refinery in America since the 1970s. 
And then we had the storm, and it took refin-
ery capacity off, and guess what happens? It 
creates a tight supply situation, which causes 
price to go up. So Congress needs to deal 
with that. And I repeat, they need to get the 
PATRIOT Act to my desk. 

So we have a short-term agenda that we’re 
dealing with, that have got consequences for 
the long term. And once we get this part of 
the session over with, I, of course, will be 
preparing a State of the Union address for 
’06 that will call upon Congress to work to 
achieve much of what we’ve talked about 
here, but some new ideas as well. But right 
now, let’s just get the business of the Con-
gress done, now. 

Q. So Social Security is off until next year, 
sir? 

The President. Well, Social Security, for 
me, is never off. It’s a long-term problem 
that’s going to need to be addressed. When 
the appetite to address it is—that’s going to 
be up to the Members of Congress. I just 
want to remind people, it’s not going away. 
It’s not one of these issues, well, if we don’t 
deal with it now, maybe it will fix itself. It 
gets worse over time, not better. And I did 
make some progress convincing the Amer-
ican people there was a problem. And I’m 
going to continue talking about the problem 
because I strongly believe that the role of 
those of us in Washington, one role, is to 
confront problems. That’s what we’ve got to 
do. 

Yes, ma’am. 

Response to Pandemic/Avian Flu 
Q. Mr. President, you’ve been thinking a 

lot about pandemic flu and the risks in the 
United States if that should occur. I was won-
dering, Secretary Leavitt has said that first- 
responders in the States and local govern-
ments are not prepared for something like 
that. To what extent are you concerned about 
that after Katrina and Rita? And is that one 
of the reasons you’re interested in the idea 
of using defense assets to respond to some-
thing as broad and long lasting as a flu might 
be? 

The President. Yes. Thank you for the 
question. I am concerned about avian flu. I 
am concerned about what an avian flu out-
break could mean for the United States and 
the world. I am—I have thought through the 
scenarios of what an avian flu outbreak could 
mean. I tried to get a better handle on what 
the decisionmaking process would be by 
reading Mr. Barry’s book on the influenza 
outbreak in 1918. I would recommend it. 

The policy decisions for a President in 
dealing with an avian flu outbreak are dif-
ficult. One example: If we had an outbreak 
somewhere in the United States, do we not 
then quarantine that part of the country, and 
how do you then enforce a quarantine? 
When—it’s one thing to shut down airplanes; 
it’s another thing to prevent people from 
coming in to get exposed to the avian flu. 
And who best to be able to effect a quar-
antine? One option is the use of a military 
that’s able to plan and move. 

And so that’s why I put it on the table. 
I think it’s an important debate for Congress 
to have. I noticed the other day, evidently, 
some Governors didn’t like it. I understand 
that. I was the commander in chief of the 
National Guard, and proudly so, and, frankly, 
I didn’t want the President telling me how 
to be the commander in chief of the Texas 
Guard. But Congress needs to take a look 
at circumstances that may need to vest the 
capacity of the President, to move beyond 
that debate. And one such catastrophe, or 
one such challenge could be an avian flu out-
break. 

Secondly—wait a minute, this is an impor-
tant subject. Secondly, during my meetings 
at the United Nations, not only did I speak 
about it publicly, I spoke about it privately 
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to as many leaders as I could find, about the 
need for there to be awareness, one, of the 
issue; and, two, reporting, rapid reporting to 
WHO, so that we can deal with a potential 
pandemic. The reporting needs to be not 
only on the birds that have fallen ill but also 
on tracing the capacity of the virus to go from 
bird to person to person. That’s when it gets 
dangerous, when it goes bird-person-person. 
And we need to know on a real-time basis, 
as quickly as possible, the facts, so that the 
scientific community, the world scientific 
community can analyze the facts and begin 
to deal with it. 

Obviously, the best way to deal with a pan-
demic is to isolate it and keep it isolated in 
the region in which it begins. As you know, 
there’s been a lot of reporting of different 
flocks that have fallen ill with the H5N1 
virus. And we’ve also got some cases of the 
virus being transmitted to person, and we’re 
watching very carefully. 

Thirdly, the development of a vaccine— 
I’ve spent time with Tony Fauci on the sub-
ject. Obviously, it would be helpful if we had 
a breakthrough in the capacity to develop a 
vaccine that would enable us to feel com-
fortable, here at home, that not only would 
first-responders be able to be vaccinated, but 
as many Americans as possible, and people 
around the world. But, unfortunately, there 
is a—we’re just not that far down the manu-
facturing process. And there’s a spray, as you 
know, that can maybe help arrest the spread 
of the disease, which is in relatively limited 
supply. 

So one of the issues is, how do we encour-
age the manufacturing capacity of the coun-
try and maybe the world, to be prepared to 
deal with the outbreak of a pandemic? In 
other words, can we surge enough produc-
tion to be able to help deal with the issue? 

I take this issue very seriously, and I appre-
ciate you bringing it to our attention. The 
people of the country ought to rest assured 
that we’re doing everything we can. We’re 
watching it. We’re careful. We’re in commu-
nications with the world. I’m not predicting 
an outbreak; I’m just suggesting to you that 
we better be thinking about it. and we are. 
And we’re more than thinking about it; we’re 
trying to put plans in place. And one of the 
plans—back to where your original question 

came—was, if we need to take some signifi-
cant action, how best to do so. And I think 
the President ought to have all options on 
the table, to understand what the con-
sequences are, but—all assets on the table— 
not options—assets on the table to be able 
to deal with something this significant. 

Deborah [Deborah Orin, New York Post]. 
Thanks. Good to see you. Mic, please. 

Associate Justice-Designate Harriet Miers 
Q. Thank you. 
The President. Unless you don’t want to 

be heard in New York, your question. 
Q. Well, there’s always that possibility. 

Many conservative women lawyers have ex-
pressed their extreme distress that you chose 
as a woman nominee for the Court someone 
whose credentials did not come close, in their 
view, to the credentials of John Roberts. 
They feel as though it’s kind of old-fashioned 
affirmative action—women don’t have the 
same credentials. I wonder if you could ad-
dress that. 

The President. Sure, thanks. I would ask 
them to watch the hearings of Harriet Miers. 
I think they will become as impressed with 
her as I have become. She is plenty bright. 
She—as I mentioned earlier, she was a pio-
neer in Texas. She just didn’t kind of opine 
about things. She actually led: first woman 
of the Texas Bar Association; first woman of 
the Dallas Bar Association; first woman part-
ner of her law firm; she led a major law firm. 
She was consistently rated as one of the top 
50 women lawyers in the United States—not 
just one year, but consistently rated that 
way—and as one of the top 100 lawyers. 

Secondly, I can understand people not 
knowing Harriet. She hasn’t been one of 
these publicity hounds. She’s been somebody 
who just quietly does her job. But when she 
does it, she performs, see. She’s not a per-
son—in Texas—saying, ‘‘Look at me, look at 
how stellar I have been.’’ She just did it and 
quietly, quietly established an incredibly 
strong record. 

And I know her. I know her heart. I know 
what she believes. Remember, she was part 
of the search committee that helped pick 
Roberts. In other words, she went through 
the deliberations and the—talking to these 
different candidates about what they believe. 
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She knows exactly the kind of judge I’m look-
ing for. And I know exactly the kind of judge 
she’ll be, which is an excellent judge. 

And so I know people are jumping to all 
kinds of conclusions, and that’s fine; that’s 
part of our process, you know. People are 
quick to opine. The thing I appreciate is that 
she’s gotten a good reception on the United 
States Senate. People can opine all they 
want, but the final opinion is on the floor 
of the United States Senate. That’s where it’s 
going to be decided whether or not she is 
a Supreme Court judge. 

And I’m hopeful she’ll get confirmed. I 
certainly don’t want to prejudge the Senators. 
Somebody asked me about trying to avoid 
conflict. That’s up to them to decide how 
they’re going to treat this good woman. 
That’s up to them, if they’re going to be will-
ing to give her a fair look at her credentials, 
and to listen carefully to her view of what 
it means to be a judge. That’s up to them 
to make that decision. It’s up to them to de-
cide whether or not they want to reject all 
the special-interest money that seems to 
want to try to influence the outcome of cer-
tain issues here in Washington, DC. It’s up 
to them if they want to bring dignity to the 
process. I will assure you this: Harriet Miers 
will bring dignity to the bench. 

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News]. Ann, 
first. 

Executive Privilege/Associate Justice- 
Designate Harriet Miers 

Q. Following up on that, for 10 years 
you’ve been on the receiving end of paper-
work from Harriet Miers, but the rest of the 
American people haven’t seen either her 
command of constitutional issues or her phi-
losophy. Will you release some of her, or the 
bulk of her White House legal work, and not 
claim executive privilege? 

The President. Listen, there is a lot of— 
first of all, this is part of the Roberts debate. 
People talked about executive privilege and 
documents. Secondly, it is important that we 
maintain executive privilege in the White 
House. That’s part of the deliberative proc-
ess. That’s how I’m able to get good, sound 
opinions from people. 

And so, you know, I’m sure they’re going 
to try to bring this up. I happen to view it 

as—as a distraction from whether or not Har-
riet Miers is capable of answering the ques-
tions she’s asked. She can—all the questions 
they want. It’s a distraction from whether or 
not she will be a good judge. 

But we—this part of the process was part 
of the Roberts process. We handled this 
issue, and I just can’t tell you how important 
it is for us to guard executive privilege in 
order for there to be crisp decisionmaking 
in the White House. 

John [John McKinnon, Wall Street Jour-
nal]. Yes, you. 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Q. Thank you, sir. It may be a little early 

for this, but now that you’ve gotten your de-
liberations for the Supreme Court vacancy 
out of the way, can you talk about the process 
you’re going to use for determining the next 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve? 

The President. Yes. It’s ongoing, by the 
way. There is a group of people inside the 
White House who are bringing forth, or who 
will bring forth nominees. These are people 
that—the nominees will be people that, one, 
obviously, can do the job; and secondly, will 
be independent. It’s important that whom-
ever I pick is viewed as an independent per-
son from politics. It’s this independence of 
the Fed that gives people not only here in 
America but the world, confidence. 

And so there’s an ongoing process, John, 
right now. I, frankly, haven’t seen any—per-
sonally haven’t seen any names yet, because 
part of the process is to surface some names 
internally. But also, part of the process is to 
reach outside the White House and solicit 
opinions. And I’ll name the person at an ap-
propriate time. 

Holly [Holly Bailey, Newsweek]. 

Financial Disclosure/Government Ethics 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. As you 

know, ethics has been the hot topic here in 
Washington. I wonder, as a matter of prin-
ciple, do you believe that it is ever okay for 
a member of your administration or a Mem-
ber of Congress to accept free gifts or travel 
from lobbyists? 

The President. Let me answer your ques-
tion this way: It’s not acceptable for any 
member of my administration to break the 
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law. And I presume free gifts from lobbyists 
break the law. And there’s all kind of report-
ing requirements, and I expect my people 
to adhere to the—people that work here to 
adhere to the—to what’s expected of them. 

Joe [Joseph Curl, Washington Times]. 

Associate Justice-Designate Harriet Miers 

Q. Thank you, sir. You said a few minutes 
ago that you’re proudly conservative, but 
there was a lot of hand-wringing when you 
made your nomination yesterday on Harriet 
Miers. Bill Kristol said he was ‘‘depressed 
and demoralized,’’ and Rush Limbaugh said 
it was a ‘‘nomination out of weakness.’’ What 
do you say to these critics, specifically, and 
how can you convince them that she is as 
conservative as Justices Scalia and Thomas? 

The President. I guess I’ll start over. I 
hope they’re listening. First, she’s a woman 
of enormous accomplishment. She is—she 
understands the law. She’s got a keen mind. 
She will not legislate from the bench. I also 
remind them that I think it’s important to 
bring somebody from outside the system, the 
judicial system, somebody that hasn’t been 
on the bench, and therefore, there’s not a 
lot of opinions for people to look at. 

Harriet Miers will testify. There’s going to 
be a lot of attention paid to her testimony. 
First of all, she will go meet with the Sen-
ators, individually, and then she’ll answer 
questions. And people will get to see not only 
her strength of character but will get a sense 
of her judicial philosophy. I’m hopeful she’ll 
get confirmed, and then they’ll get to read 
her opinions. And what I believe and what 
I know is important, is that she doesn’t 
change over the course of time. And had I 
thought she would change, I wouldn’t put 
her on there. 

And I recognize that if you pick somebody 
from outside the judicial system—in other 
words, you pick somebody that’s not a judge 
and they didn’t—hadn’t written a lot of opin-
ions—then people are going to guess, and 
they’re going to speculate. I don’t have to 
guess and speculate about Harriet. I know 
her character. I know her strength. I know 
her talent, and I know she’s going to be a 
fine judge. 

Bill [William Douglas, Newsday]. 

Steroid Use in Professional Sports 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You’ve spo-

ken a lot today about knowing Ms. Miers and 
knowing her history and knowing what she’s 
about. Earlier this summer, you stood up for 
Rafael Palmeiro when you were asked about 
whether or not you thought he took steroids, 
and then he tested positive. Do you think 
he should face perjury charges? 

The President. I think that steroids ought 
to be banned from baseball. And Jackson 
asked me—sitting right over there—about 
his statement, and I said I believed him when 
he testified. But let me be very clear about 
this: Steroids ought to be banned from base-
ball. And I’m sure the Congress will look as 
to whether or not he broke the law. 

Richard [Richard Bennedetto, USA 
Today]. 

President’s Approval Rating 
Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Yes. 
Q. ——in our latest poll—— 
The President. The what? 
Q. In our latest poll—— 
The President. Latest poll? [Laughter] 
Q. Yes, our latest poll. 
The President. Okay. 
Q. I know you don’t pay attention to polls, 

but, anyway, in our latest poll—— 
The President. You run one every other 

day. [Laughter] 
Q. I know. 
The President. You mean yesterday’s poll 

as opposed to tomorrow’s poll? Go ahead. 
It’s a good way to fill space, Richard. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. It is. Eighty-five percent of the Repub-
licans approve of the job you’re doing, but 
only 15 percent of the Democrats approve 
of the job you’re doing. What is it about that 
the Democrats find so objectionable? 

The President. Ask the pollsters. My job 
is to lead and to solve problems. 

I will continue to articulate as best I can 
the stakes in Iraq. Iraq is a part of a global 
war on terror. We’re facing people who have 
got a vision of the world which is opposite 
of ours. I know I’ve said that endlessly, and 
I will continue to say it because I know it’s 
true. And they have designs. They like the 
idea of being able to find safe haven in a 
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country like Afghanistan so they can plot at-
tacks. They like the idea of killing innocent 
people to shake our will; that’s what they’re 
trying to do. We’re not leaving Iraq. We will 
succeed in Iraq. 

Secondly, I’ve got a job to help promote 
economic vitality. And I was pleased to see 
the manufacturing report was strong yester-
day. But, clearly, we’ve got some challenges 
when it comes to energy, and there are two 
ways to address the energy issue. One is 
through better conservation and encouraging 
technologies, to change how we use energy, 
and, secondly, to increase supply of energy. 
One place we need to increase supply is 
through the refineries; another place we 
need to do so is through safe nuclear power. 

I had an interesting opportunity to go see 
some research and development being done 
on solar energy. I’m convinced, someday in 
the relative near future, we’ll be able to have 
units on our houses that will be able to power 
electronics within our houses and hopefully, 
with excess energy, be able to feed them back 
in the system. That’s possible. We’re not 
there yet, but it’s coming. 

Thirdly, I’ve got a—we’ve got to deal with 
Katrina in a fiscally sound way. And I repeat 
what I said before: The engine of growth in 
these areas that have been destroyed is going 
to be the private sector. And therefore, Con-
gress ought to get a bill to my desk that I 
can sign that encourages investment. If you 
want the private sector to thrive, there is a 
way to do so, and that is to provide tax incen-
tives to people. It’s amazing what happens 
when there is proper tax incentive to encour-
age investment. 

And so these are issues that we’re dealing 
with. And, you know, I’m dealing with them 
on behalf of everybody. And I’ll let you all 
sort out the politics. My job is to lead this 
Congress as best I possibly can, to deal with 
the big problems that we face. And there’s 
no doubt in my mind that we’ll succeed in 
Iraq and lay the foundation for peace for gen-
erations to come. There’s no doubt in my 
mind, this country that puts its mind to it 
can put energy policy in place that makes 
sense, that will help continue this economic 
growth of ours. 

There’s no doubt in my mind, we can be 
good fiscal stewards of the budget. It’s going 

to make some hard choices. I just earlier in 
this press conference talked about $187 bil-
lion over 10 years of mandatory spending re-
ductions. That’s going to take some political 
will by people. But there’s a good place to 
start right there when it comes to offsets— 
or the 150 programs that can be streamlined 
or eliminated. There’s no doubt in my mind, 
we can work together to do it. We’ve got 
big things to do, and I intend to work with 
Congress to continue to do them. 

Listen, thank you for your time. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
10:31 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Mayor 
Gregory B. Warr of Gulfport, MS; Mayor Mat-
thew J. Avara of Pascagoula, MS; Department of 
Justice CIA leak investigation Special Prosecutor 
Patrick J. Fitzgerald; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, 
combatant commander, U.S. Central Command; 
author John M. Barry; and Anthony S. Fauci, Di-
rector, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases. A reporter referred to Gen. George W. 
Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; commentators William J. Ben-
nett, William Kristol, and Rush Limbaugh; and 
Baltimore Orioles’ first baseman Rafael Palmeiro. 

Message on the Observance of 
Ramadan 

October 4, 2005 

Laura and I send warm greetings to Mus-
lims in the United States and throughout the 
world as they begin the observance of Rama-
dan. 

The month of Ramadan, which commemo-
rates the revelation of the Qur’an to the 
prophet Muhammed, is the holiest month of 
the Muslim year. It is a special time of reflec-
tion, fasting, and charity. It is also a time of 
spiritual growth and prayer and an occasion 
to remember the less fortunate by sharing 
God’s gifts with those in need. 

Throughout our history, America has been 
blessed by the contributions of people of 
many different faiths. Our Muslim citizens 
have helped make our Nation a stronger and 
more hopeful place through their faith, gen-
erosity, and compassion. 
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May this be a blessed Ramadan for Mus-
lims in the United States and around the 
world. Ramadan mubarak. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message to the Congress Extending 
the Period of Production of the Naval 
Petroleum Reserve 
October 4, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 7422(c)(2) of title 

10, United States Code, I am informing you 
of my decision to extend the period of pro-
duction of the Naval Petroleum Reserves for 
a period of 3 years from April 5, 2006, the 
expiration date of the currently authorized 
period of production. 

Attached is a copy of the report prepared 
by my Administration investigating the ne-
cessity of continued production of the re-
serves consistent with section 7422(c)(2)(B) 
of title 10. In light of the findings contained 
in the report, I certify that continued produc-
tion from the Naval Petroleum Reserves is 
in the national interest. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 4, 2005. 

Memorandum on the African Burial 
Ground in New York City 
October 4, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Interior 

Subject: African Burial Ground, New York 
City 

The African Burial Ground, located in 
New York City, is a National Historic Land-
mark administered by the General Services 
Administration (GSA). This site includes ob-
jects of historic and scientific significance 
that may be appropriate for Federal protec-
tion through designation as a National Monu-
ment under the Antiquities Act of 1906 (16 
U.S.C. 431). 

The GSA’s archaeological research has 
identified over 400 human remains, along 
with associated artifacts dating back to the 
18th century. Further exploration at the dis-
covered site may provide research on the ex-
perience of the African population in Colo-
nial New York. 

Accordingly, please provide me with an as-
sessment of the historic and scientific signifi-
cance of the African Burial Ground and 
whether it may warrant permanent Federal 
protection through designation as a National 
Monument. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memorandum. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. 
Rumsfeld 
October 5, 2005 

The President. I just had a briefing from 
Secretary Rumsfeld and General Pace on our 
ongoing operations in the western part of 
Iraq. As you know, we’re on the offense 
against insurgents and terrorists. We fully un-
derstand they intend to disrupt the constitu-
tional process, or will try to do so, as well 
as stop the progress of democracy. And part 
of the way the Pentagon and the folks on 
the ground are going to deal with it is to 
stay on the offense, and that’s what’s taking 
place. 

I was also pleased to hear there are 3,000 
Iraqi forces in the fight, that they’re doing 
a fine job out there, that they’re—they make 
a difference on the battlefield. 

We also have General Petraeus with us, 
who has served incredibly well in Iraq. His 
job was to help U.S. forces and coalition 
forces train the Iraqis so they can take the 
fight to the enemy. He briefed me and will 
be briefing the country at the Pentagon here 
a little later on, about the strong progress 
that we’re making, that we’ve recruited a lot 
of folks, but we’ve got more than just recruit-
ment going on. We’ve got a quality control 
program in place to make sure that the troops 
we train are capable of taking the fight to 
the enemy. Over 30 percent of the Iraqi 
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troops are in the lead on these offensive op-
erations. We’ve got troops embedded with 
them, and it’s important for the training mis-
sion. But, nevertheless, the Iraqis are show-
ing more and more capability to take the fight 
to the enemy. And that’s how we’re going 
to succeed in helping democracy become es-
tablished in Iraq. 

I’ve told the American people all along, 
our troops will stay there as long as necessary. 
We’ll do the job. We’ll train these folks, and 
as they become more capable, we will be able 
to bring folks home with the honor they’ve 
earned. 

And we’re seeing progress on the ground, 
and we’re also seeing political progress on 
the ground. The constitution has been writ-
ten. Folks will have a chance to vote it up 
or down here this month. And then there 
will be elections, if the constitution is ap-
proved, for a permanent government. 

So on the one hand, we’re making progress 
when it comes to training Iraqis to take the 
fight to the enemy. We’re bringing the 
enemy to justice. We’re on the offense. On 
the other hand, democracy is moving forward 
in a part of the world that is so desperate 
for democracy and so desperate for freedom. 

And so, General, I want to thank you for 
your service—General Petraeus. 

Lt. Gen. Petraeus. Thank you, sir. 
The President. Thank you for your service 

too. But thank you for your service. You’ve 
done a fine job. 

Lt. Gen. Petraeus. Thank you, sir. 
The President. I’m proud of you. Thank 

you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chair-
man, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and Lt. Gen. David 
H. Petraeus, USA, former commander, Multi-Na-
tional Security Transition Command—Iraq. 

Remarks to Reporters Following a 
Visit With Wounded Troops at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
October 5, 2005 

Once again, I had the honor of thanking 
the docs and nurses that provide such incred-
ible care to our wounded soldiers. Every time 

I come here, I’m amazed by the courage and 
decency and strength of those who wear the 
Nation’s uniform. It is such an honor to be 
the Commander in Chief of such fine men 
and women. 

I ask for God’s blessings on them and their 
families as they recover from their sacrifice 
and service. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 

Remarks to the National Endowment 
for Democracy 
October 6, 2005 

Thank you all. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thank you for the warm welcome. 
I’m honored once again to be with the sup-
porters of the National Endowment for De-
mocracy. Since the day President Ronald 
Reagan set out the vision for this endow-
ment, the world has seen the swiftest ad-
vance of democratic institutions in history. 
And Americans are proud to have played our 
role in this great story. 

Our Nation stood guard on tense borders. 
We spoke for the rights of dissidents and the 
hopes of exiles. We aided the rise of new 
democracies on the ruins of tyranny. And all 
the cost and sacrifice of that struggle has 
been worth it, because from Latin America 
to Europe to Asia, we’ve gained the peace 
that freedom brings. 

In this new century, freedom is once again 
assaulted by enemies determined to rollback 
generations of democratic progress. Once 
again, we’re responding to a global campaign 
of fear with a global campaign of freedom. 
And once again, we will see freedom’s vic-
tory. 

Vin, I want to thank you for inviting me 
back. And thank you for the short introduc-
tion. [Laughter] I appreciate Carl Gershman. 
I want to welcome former Congressman 
Dick Gephardt, who is a board member of 
the National Endowment for Democracy. It’s 
good to see you, Dick. And I appreciate Chris 
Cox, who is the Chairman of the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission and a board 
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member for the National Endowment of De-
mocracy, for being here as well. I want to 
thank all the other board members. 

I appreciate the Secretary of State, Condi 
Rice, who has joined us—alongside her, Sec-
retary of Defense Don Rumsfeld. Thank you 
all for being here. I’m proud as well that the 
newly sworn-in Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, 
the first Marine ever to hold that position, 
is with us today, General Peter Pace. I thank 
the members of the diplomatic corps who 
are here as well. 

Recently our country observed the fourth 
anniversary of a great evil and looked back 
on a great turning point in our history. We 
still remember a proud city covered in smoke 
and ashes, a fire across the Potomac, and pas-
sengers who spent their final moments on 
Earth fighting the enemy. We still remember 
the men who rejoice in every death and 
Americans in uniform rising to duty. And we 
remember the calling that came to us on that 
day and continues to this hour: We will con-
front this mortal danger to all humanity. We 
will not tire or rest until the war on terror 
is won. 

The images and experience of September 
the 11th are unique for Americans. Yet the 
evil of that morning has reappeared on other 
days, in other places, in Mombasa and Casa-
blanca and Riyadh and Jakarta and Istanbul 
and Madrid and Beslan and Taba and 
Netanya and Baghdad and elsewhere. In the 
past few months, we’ve seen a new terror 
offensive with attacks on London, Sharm el- 
Sheikh, and a deadly bombing in Bali once 
again. All these separate images of destruc-
tion and suffering that we see on the news 
can seem like random and isolated acts of 
madness. Innocent men and women and chil-
dren have died simply because they boarded 
the wrong train or worked in the wrong 
building or checked into the wrong hotel. Yet 
while the killers choose their victims indis-
criminately, their attacks serve a clear and 
focused ideology, a set of beliefs and goals 
that are evil but not insane. 

Some call this evil Islamic radicalism; oth-
ers, militant jihadism; still others, 
Islamofascism. Whatever it’s called, this ide-
ology is very different from the religion of 
Islam. This form of radicalism exploits Islam 
to serve a violent, political vision: the estab-

lishment, by terrorism and subversion and in-
surgency, of a totalitarian empire that denies 
all political and religious freedom. These ex-
tremists distort the idea of jihad into a call 
for terrorist murder against Christians and 
Jews and Hindus and also against Muslims 
from other traditions, who they regard as 
heretics. 

Many militants are part of global, border-
less terrorist organizations like Al Qaida, 
which spreads propaganda and provides fi-
nancing and technical assistance to local ex-
tremists and conducts dramatic and brutal 
operations like September the 11th. Other 
militants are found in regional groups, often 
associated with Al Qaida, paramilitary 
insurgencies and separatist movements in 
places like Somalia and the Philippines and 
Pakistan and Chechnya and Kashmir and Al-
geria. Still others spring up in local cells, in-
spired by Islamic radicalism but not centrally 
directed. Islamic radicalism is more like a 
loose network with many branches than an 
army under a single command. Yet these 
operatives, fighting on scattered battlefields, 
share a similar ideology and vision for our 
world. 

We know the vision of the radicals because 
they’ve openly stated it in videos and audio-
tapes and letters and declarations and web 
sites. First, these extremists want to end 
American and Western influence in the 
broader Middle East, because we stand for 
democracy and peace and stand in the way 
of their ambitions. Al Qaida’s leader, Usama 
bin Laden, has called on Muslims to dedi-
cate, quote, their ‘‘resources, sons, and 
money to driving the infidels out of their 
lands.’’ Their tactic to meet this goal has been 
consistent for a quarter-century: They hit us 
and expect us to run. They want us to repeat 
the sad history of Beirut in 1983 and 
Mogadishu in 1993, only this time on a larger 
scale, with greater consequences. 

Second, the militant network wants to use 
the vacuum created by an American retreat 
to gain control of a country, a base from 
which to launch attacks and conduct their 
war against nonradical Muslim governments. 
Over the past few decades, radicals have spe-
cifically targeted Egypt and Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan and Jordan for potential takeover. 
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They achieved their goal, for a time, in Af-
ghanistan. Now they’ve set their sights on 
Iraq. Bin Laden has stated: ‘‘The whole 
world is watching this war and the two adver-
saries. It’s either victory and glory or misery 
and humiliation.’’ The terrorists regard Iraq 
as the central front in their war against hu-
manity, and we must recognize Iraq as the 
central front in our war on terror. 

Third, the militants believe that controlling 
one country will rally the Muslim masses, en-
abling them to overthrow all moderate gov-
ernments in the region and establish a radical 
Islamic empire that spans from Spain to In-
donesia. With greater economic and military 
and political power, the terrorists would be 
able to advance their stated agenda, to de-
velop weapons of mass destruction, to de-
stroy Israel, to intimidate Europe, to assault 
the American people, and to blackmail our 
Government into isolation. 

Some might be tempted to dismiss these 
goals as fanatical or extreme. Well, they are 
fanatical and extreme, and they should not 
be dismissed. Our enemy is utterly com-
mitted. As Zarqawi has vowed, ‘‘We will ei-
ther achieve victory over the human race or 
we will pass to the eternal life.’’ And the civ-
ilized world knows very well that other fanat-
ics in history, from Hitler to Stalin to Pol 
Pot, consumed whole nations in war and 
genocide before leaving the stage of history. 
Evil men, obsessed with ambition and unbur-
dened by conscience, must be taken very se-
riously, and we must stop them before their 
crimes can multiply. 

Defeating the militant network is difficult, 
because it thrives like a parasite on the suf-
fering and frustration of others. The radicals 
exploit local conflicts to build a culture of 
victimization in which someone else is always 
to blame and violence is always the solution. 
They exploit resentful and disillusioned 
young men and women, recruiting them 
through radical mosques as the pawns of ter-
ror. And they exploit modern technology to 
multiply their destructive power. Instead of 
attending faraway training camps, recruits 
can now access online training libraries to 
learn how to build a roadside bomb or fire 
a rocket-propelled grenade, and this further 
spreads the threat of violence, even within 
peaceful democratic societies. 

The influence of Islamic radicalism is also 
magnified by helpers and enablers. They 
have been sheltered by authoritarian re-
gimes, allies of convenience like Syria and 
Iran, that share the goal of hurting America 
and moderate Muslim governments and use 
terrorist propaganda to blame their own fail-
ures on the West and America and on the 
Jews. The radicals depend on front oper-
ations, such as corrupted charities, which di-
rect money to terrorist activity. They’re 
strengthened by those who aggressively fund 
the spread of radical, intolerant versions of 
Islam in unstable parts of the world. The 
militants are aided as well by elements of 
the Arab news media that incite hatred and 
anti-Semitism, that feed conspiracy theories 
and speak of a so-called American ‘‘war on 
Islam,’’ with seldom a word about American 
action to protect Muslims in Afghanistan and 
Bosnia, Somalia, Kosovo, Kuwait, and Iraq. 

Some have also argued that extremism has 
been strengthened by the actions of our coa-
lition in Iraq, claiming that our presence in 
that country has somehow caused or trig-
gered the rage of radicals. I would remind 
them that we were not in Iraq on September 
the 11th, 2001, and Al Qaida attacked us any-
way. The hatred of the radicals existed before 
Iraq was an issue, and it will exist after Iraq 
is no longer an excuse. The Government of 
Russia did not support Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, and yet militants killed more than 180 
Russian schoolchildren in Beslan. 

Over the years, these extremists have used 
a litany of excuses for violence, the Israeli 
presence on the West Bank or the U.S. mili-
tary presence in Saudi Arabia or the defeat 
of the Taliban or the Crusades of a thousand 
years ago. In fact, we’re not facing a set of 
grievances that can be soothed and ad-
dressed. We’re facing a radical ideology with 
inalterable objectives, to enslave whole na-
tions and intimidate the world. No act of ours 
invited the rage of the killers, and no conces-
sion, bribe, or act of appeasement would 
change or limit their plans for murder. On 
the contrary, they target nations whose be-
havior they believe they can change through 
violence. Against such an enemy, there is 
only one effective response: We will never 
back down, never give in, and never accept 
anything less than complete victory. 
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The murderous ideology of the Islamic 
radicals is the great challenge of our new cen-
tury. Yet, in many ways, this fight resembles 
the struggle against communism in the last 
century. Like the ideology of communism, 
Islamic radicalism is elitist, led by a self-ap-
pointed vanguard that presumes to speak for 
the Muslim masses. Bin Laden says his own 
role is to tell Muslims, quote, ‘‘what is good 
for them and what is not.’’ And what this 
man who grew up in wealth and privilege 
considers good for poor Muslims is that they 
become killers and suicide bombers. He 
assures them that his—that this is the road 
to paradise, though he never offers to go 
along for the ride. 

Like the ideology of communism, our new 
enemy teaches that innocent individuals can 
be sacrificed to serve a political vision. And 
this explains their cold-blooded contempt for 
human life. We’ve seen it in the murders of 
Daniel Pearl, Nicholas Berg, and Margaret 
Hassan, and many others. In a courtroom in 
the Netherlands, the killer of Theo van Gogh 
turned to the victim’s grieving mother and 
said, ‘‘I do not feel your pain, because I be-
lieve you are an infidel.’’ And in spite of this 
veneer of religious rhetoric, most of the vic-
tims claimed by the militants are fellow Mus-
lims. 

When 25 Iraqi children are killed in a 
bombing or Iraqi teachers are executed at 
their school or hospital workers are killed 
caring for the wounded, this is murder, pure 
and simple, the total rejection of justice and 
honor and morality and religion. These mili-
tants are not just the enemies of America or 
the enemies of Iraq; they are the enemies 
of Islam and the enemies of humanity. We 
have seen this kind of shameless cruelty be-
fore, in the heartless zealotry that led to the 
gulags and the Cultural Revolution and the 
Killing Fields. 

Like the ideology of communism, our new 
enemy pursues totalitarian aims. Its leaders 
pretend to be an aggrieved party, rep-
resenting the powerless against imperial en-
emies. In truth they have endless ambitions 
of imperial domination, and they wish to 
make everyone powerless except themselves. 
Under their rule, they have banned books 
and desecrated historical monuments and 
brutalized women. They seek to end dissent 

in every form and to control every aspect of 
life and to rule the soul itself. While prom-
ising a future of justice and holiness, the ter-
rorists are preparing for a future of oppres-
sion and misery. 

Like the ideology of communism, our new 
enemy is dismissive of free peoples, claiming 
that men and women who live in liberty are 
weak and decadent. Zarqawi has said that 
Americans are, quote, ‘‘the most cowardly of 
God’s creatures.’’ But let’s be clear: It is cow-
ardice that seeks to kill children and the el-
derly with car bombs and cuts the throat of 
a bound captive and targets worshipers leav-
ing a mosque. It is courage that liberated 
more than 50 million people. It is courage 
that keeps an untiring vigil against the en-
emies of a rising democracy. And it is cour-
age in the cause of freedom that once again 
will destroy the enemies of freedom. 

And Islamic radicalism, like the ideology 
of communism, contains inherent contradic-
tions that doom it to failure. By fearing free-
dom—by distrusting human creativity and 
punishing change and limiting the contribu-
tions of half the population, this ideology un-
dermines the very qualities that make human 
progress possible and human societies suc-
cessful. The only thing modern about the 
militants’ vision is the weapons they want to 
use against us. The rest of their grim vision 
is defined by a warped image of the past, 
a declaration of war on the idea of progress 
itself. And whatever lies ahead in the war 
against this ideology, the outcome is not in 
doubt: Those who despise freedom and 
progress have condemned themselves to iso-
lation, decline, and collapse. Because free 
peoples believe in the future, free peoples 
will own the future. 

We didn’t ask for this global struggle, but 
we’re answering history’s call with con-
fidence and a comprehensive strategy. De-
feating a broad and adaptive network re-
quires patience, constant pressure, and 
strong partners in Europe, the Middle East, 
North Africa, Asia, and beyond. Working 
with these partners, we’re disrupting militant 
conspiracies, destroying their ability to make 
war, and working to give millions in a trou-
bled region of the world a hopeful alternative 
to resentment and violence. 
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First, we’re determined to prevent the at-
tacks of terrorist networks before they occur. 
We’re reorganizing our Government to give 
this Nation a broad and coordinated home-
land defense. We’re reforming our intel-
ligence agencies for the incredibly difficult 
task of tracking enemy activity, based on in-
formation that often comes in small frag-
ments from widely scattered sources, here 
and abroad. We’re acting, along with the gov-
ernments from many countries, to destroy 
the terrorist networks and incapacitate their 
leaders. Together we’ve killed or captured 
nearly all of those directly responsible for the 
September the 11th attacks, as well as some 
of bin Laden’s most senior deputies, Al Qaida 
managers and operatives in more than 24 
countries: the mastermind of the U.S.S. Cole 
bombing, who was chief of Al Qaida oper-
ations in the Persian Gulf; the mastermind 
of the Jakarta and the first Bali bombings; 
a senior Zarqawi terrorist planner, who was 
planning attacks in Turkey; and many of Al 
Qaida’s senior leaders in Saudi Arabia. 

Overall, the United States and our part-
ners have disrupted at least 10 serious Al 
Qaida terrorist plots since September the 
11th, including 3 Al Qaida plots to attack in-
side the United States. We’ve stopped at least 
five more Al Qaida efforts to case targets in 
the United States or infiltrate operatives into 
our country. Because of this steady progress, 
the enemy is wounded, but the enemy is still 
capable of global operations. Our commit-
ment is clear: We will not relent until the 
organized international terror networks are 
exposed and broken, and their leaders held 
to account for their acts of murder. 

Second, we’re determined to deny weap-
ons of mass destruction to outlaw regimes, 
and to their terrorist allies who would use 
them without hesitation. The United States, 
working with Great Britain, Pakistan, and 
other nations, has exposed and disrupted a 
major black-market operation in nuclear 
technology led by A.Q. Khan. Libya has 
abandoned its chemical and nuclear weapons 
programs as well as long-range ballistic mis-
siles. And in the last year, America and our 
partners in the Proliferation Security Initia-
tive have stopped more than a dozen ship-
ments of suspected weapons technology, in-

cluding equipment for Iran’s ballistic missile 
program. 

This progress has reduced the danger to 
free nations but has not removed it. Evil men 
who want to use horrendous weapons against 
us are working in deadly earnest to gain 
them. And we’re working urgently to keep 
weapons of mass destruction out of their 
hands. 

Third, we’re determined to deny radical 
groups the support and sanctuary of outlaw 
regimes. State sponsors like Syria and Iran 
have a long history of collaboration with ter-
rorists, and they deserve no patience from 
the victims of terror. The United States 
makes no distinction between those who 
commit acts of terror and those who support 
and harbor them, because they’re equally as 
guilty of murder. Any government that 
chooses to be an ally of terror has also chosen 
to be an enemy of civilization. And the civ-
ilized world must hold those regimes to ac-
count. 

Fourth, we’re determined to deny the mili-
tants control of any nation, which they would 
use as a home base and a launching pad for 
terror. For this reason, we’re fighting beside 
our Afghan partners against remnants of the 
Taliban and their Al Qaida allies. For this 
reason, we’re working with President 
Musharraf to oppose and isolate the militants 
in Pakistan. And for this reason, we’re fight-
ing the regime remnants and terrorists in 
Iraq. The terrorist goal is to overthrow a ris-
ing democracy, claim a strategic country as 
a haven for terror, destabilize the Middle 
East, and strike America and other free na-
tions with ever-increasing violence. Our goal 
is to defeat the terrorists and their allies at 
the heart of their power, and so we will de-
feat the enemy in Iraq. 

Our coalition, along with our Iraqi allies, 
is moving forward with a comprehensive, 
specific military plan. Area by area, city by 
city, we’re conducting offensive operations to 
clear out enemy forces and leaving behind 
Iraqi units to prevent the enemy from return-
ing. Within these areas, we’re working for 
tangible improvements in the lives of Iraqi 
citizens. And we’re aiding the rise of an elect-
ed government that unites the Iraqi people 
against extremism and violence. This work 
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involves great risk for Iraqis and for Ameri-
cans and coalition forces. Wars are not won 
without sacrifice, and this war will require 
more sacrifice, more time, and more resolve. 

The terrorists are as brutal an enemy as 
we’ve ever faced. They’re unconstrained by 
any notion of our common humanity or by 
the rules of warfare. No one should under-
estimate the difficulties ahead, nor should 
they overlook the advantages we bring to this 
fight. 

Some observers look at the job ahead and 
adopt a self-defeating pessimism. It is not 
justified. With every random bombing and 
with every funeral of a child, it becomes 
more clear that the extremists are not patriots 
or resistance fighters. They are murderers at 
war with the Iraqi people themselves. 

In contrast, the elected leaders of Iraq are 
proving to be strong and steadfast. By any 
standard or precedent of history, Iraq has 
made incredible political progress, from tyr-
anny to liberation to national elections to the 
writing of a constitution, in the space of 21⁄2 
years. With our help, the Iraqi military is 
gaining new capabilities and new confidence 
with every passing month. At the time of our 
Fallujah operations 11 months ago, there 
were only a few Iraqi army battalions in com-
bat. Today there are more than 80 Iraqi army 
battalions fighting the insurgency alongside 
our forces. Progress isn’t easy, but it is steady. 
And no fair-minded person should ignore, 
deny, or dismiss the achievements of the 
Iraqi people. 

Some observers question the durability of 
democracy in Iraq. They underestimate the 
power and appeal of freedom. We’ve heard 
it suggested that Iraq’s democracy must be 
on shaky ground because Iraqis are arguing 
with each other. But that’s the essence of 
democracy, making your case, debating with 
those who you disagree—who disagree, 
building consensus by persuasion, and an-
swering to the will of the people. We’ve 
heard it said that the Shi’a, Sunnis, and Kurds 
of Iraq are too divided to form a lasting de-
mocracy. In fact, democratic federalism is 
the best hope for unifying a diverse popu-
lation, because a Federal constitutional sys-
tem respects the rights and religious tradi-
tions of all citizens while giving all minorities, 
including the Sunnis, a stake and a voice in 

the future of their country. It is true that 
the seeds of freedom have only recently been 
planted in Iraq, but democracy, when it 
grows, is not a fragile flower; it is a healthy, 
sturdy tree. 

As Americans, we believe that people ev-
erywhere—everywhere—prefer freedom to 
slavery and that liberty, once chosen, im-
proves the lives of all. And so we’re con-
fident, as our coalition and the Iraqi people 
each do their part, Iraqi democracy will suc-
ceed. 

Some observers also claim that America 
would be better off by cutting our losses and 
leaving Iraq now. This is a dangerous illusion, 
refuted with a simple question: Would the 
United States and other free nations be more 
safe or less safe with Zarqawi and bin Laden 
in control of Iraq, its people, and its re-
sources? Having removed a dictator who 
hated free peoples, we will not stand by as 
a new set of killers, dedicated to the destruc-
tion of our own country, seizes control of Iraq 
by violence. 

There’s always a temptation, in the middle 
of a long struggle, to seek the quiet life, to 
escape the duties and problems of the world, 
and to hope the enemy grows weary of fanati-
cism and tired of murder. This would be a 
pleasant world, but it’s not the world we live 
in. The enemy is never tired, never sated, 
never content with yesterday’s brutality. This 
enemy considers every retreat of the civilized 
world as an invitation to greater violence. In 
Iraq, there is no peace without victory. We 
will keep our nerve, and we will win that vic-
tory. 

The fifth element of our strategy in the 
war on terror is to deny the militants future 
recruits by replacing hatred and resentment 
with democracy and hope across the broader 
Middle East. This is a difficult, long-term 
project, yet there’s no alternative to it. Our 
future and the future of that region are 
linked. If the broader Middle East is left to 
grow in bitterness, if countries remain in mis-
ery, while radicals stir the resentments of 
millions, then that part of the world will be 
a source of endless conflict and mounting 
danger for our generation and the next. If 
the peoples of that region are permitted to 
choose their own destiny and advance by 
their own energy and by their participation 
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as free men and women, then the extremists 
will be marginalized, and the flow of violent 
radicalism to the rest of the world will slow 
and eventually end. By standing for the hope 
and freedom of others, we make our own 
freedom more secure. 

America is making this stand in practical 
ways. We’re encouraging our friends in the 
Middle East, including Egypt and Saudi Ara-
bia, to take the path of reform, to strengthen 
their own societies in the fight against terror 
by respecting the rights and choices of their 
own people. We’re standing with dissidents 
and exiles against oppressive regimes, be-
cause we know that the dissidents of today 
will be the democratic leaders of tomorrow. 
We’re making our case through public diplo-
macy, stating clearly and confidently our be-
lief in self-determination and the rule of law 
and religious freedom and equal rights for 
women, beliefs that are right and true in 
every land and in every culture. 

As we do our part to confront radicalism, 
we know that the most vital work will be done 
within the Islamic world itself. And this work 
has begun. Many Muslim scholars have al-
ready publicly condemned terrorism, often 
citing Chapter 5, Verse 32 of the Koran, 
which states that killing an innocent human 
being is like killing all humanity and saving 
the life of one person is like saving all of 
humanity. After the attacks in London on 
July the 7th, an imam in the United Arab 
Emirates declared, ‘‘Whoever does such a 
thing is not a Muslim nor a religious person.’’ 
The time has come for all responsible Islamic 
leaders to join in denouncing an ideology that 
exploits Islam for political ends and defiles 
a noble faith. 

Many people of the Muslim faith are prov-
ing their commitment at great personal risk. 
Everywhere we have engaged the fight 
against extremism, Muslim allies have stood 
up and joined the fight, becoming partners 
in a vital cause. Afghan troops are in combat 
against Taliban remnants. Iraqi soldiers are 
sacrificing to defeat Al Qaida in their own 
country. These brave citizens know the 
stakes, the survival of their own liberty, the 
future of their own region, the justice and 
humanity of their own tradition, and the 

United States of America is proud to stand 
beside them. 

With the rise of a deadly enemy and the 
unfolding of a global ideological struggle, our 
time in history will be remembered for new 
challenges and unprecedented dangers. And 
yet the fight we have joined is also the cur-
rent expression of an ancient struggle, be-
tween those who put their faith in dictators 
and those who put their faith in the people. 
Throughout history, tyrants and would-be ty-
rants have always claimed that murder is jus-
tified to serve their grand vision, and they 
end up alienating decent people across the 
globe. Tyrants and would-be tyrants have al-
ways claimed that regimented societies are 
strong and pure, until those societies collapse 
in corruption and decay. Tyrants and would- 
be tyrants have always claimed that free men 
and women are weak and decadent, until the 
day that free men and women defeat them. 

We don’t know the course of our own 
struggle—the course our own struggle will 
take or the sacrifices that might lie ahead. 
We do know, however, that the defense of 
freedom is worth our sacrifice. We do know 
the love of freedom is the mightiest force 
of history. And we do know the cause of free-
dom will once again prevail. 

May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:07 a.m. at the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Vin Weber, 
chairman, and Carl Gershman, president, Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy; senior Al 
Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; Mohammed Bouyeri, who was convicted 
of the murder of Theo van Gogh; Anneke van 
Gogh, mother of Theo van Gogh; Abd al-Rahim 
al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the 
Persian Gulf; Riduan Isamuddin (also known as 
Hambali), Al Qaida’s chief operational planner in 
Southeast Asia; Abu Azzam, Al Qaida operative 
in Iraq; A.Q. Khan, former head of Pakistan’s nu-
clear program; President Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan; and former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. 
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Remarks in a Tribute to National 
Review Magazine and William F. 
Buckley, Jr. 
October 6, 2005 

Thanks. I’m here to escort William F. 
Buckley, Jr., to lunch. [Laughter] But first 
I’ve got some things I want to say. It’s a honor 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of National 
Review and soon to be the 80th birthday of 
our honoree. You probably think this is a— 
the Yale Scholars Association meeting. 
[Laughter] Actually, Bill Buckley did have an 
influence on me when I followed him at Yale. 
You might remember one of his famous 
quotes was that, ‘‘The job of conservatives 
was to stand athwart history, yelling, ‘Stop.’ ’’ 
That’s the approach I took to most of my 
classes. [Laughter] 

I also do want to throw a little bouquet 
to him and let him know that all I’ve learned 
about the English language—[laughter]—at 
any rate, it’s good to welcome the Buckley 
family. Thank you all for coming. It’s such 
an honor to have you all here. You’ve got 
a great family, and you’re a family of public 
service and a family that has stood strong for 
what you believe, without wavering. I appre-
ciate Dr. Kissinger and Dusty Rhodes and 
Ed Capano as well. It’s good to see you all. 

The interesting thing about Bill Buckley’s 
career is he’s a—obviously, not idle. He likes 
to do a lot of different things. He was an 
author, an editor, a spy, a novelist, a sailor, 
and a conductor. The most important thing 
he did was to contribute to the realm of ideas 
for America. He was an entrepreneur. He 
kind of gathered up some dreamers and de-
cided to do something. A lot of times dream-
ers don’t do anything; they just sit there and 
dream. He decided to do something, and he 
formed a magazine that helped move con-
servatism from the margins of American soci-
ety into the Oval Office. That’s a significant 
contribution. 

The amazing thing is, is that sometimes 
it’s hard to be a leader because you hear all 
kinds of voices. He’s certainly heard different 
voices when he formed the National Review. 
He had an eclectic group of people. That’s 
a Yale word. [Laughter] He had voices that 
included ex-communists who knew better 
than most the threat posed to America by 

the Soviet Union. He had voices such as free 
marketers who knew that markets could de-
liver better results than bureaucracies. He 
had voices from the traditionalists who un-
derstood that a Government by—of and by 
and for the people could not stand unless 
it stood on moral ground. They all dif-
ferent—represented a different strand of 
conservative thought. Yet, when they came 
together under the conductor’s baton, they 
made beautiful music. Congratulations for 
being a leader. 

I’m sure it’s hard for some of the young-
sters—unfortunately, that doesn’t include me 
anymore—[laughter]—to imagine the day 
when the only conservative game in Wash-
ington, DC, was Bill Buckley and the Na-
tional Review. And today, we’ve got, of 
course, an abundance of conservative col-
umnists and radio hosts and television shows 
and think tanks and all kinds of organizations. 
I guess in an intellectual sense, you could 
say these are all Bill’s children. And like chil-
dren, they grow up and go their own way. 
But I’m confident that the faithful advocates 
of the free enterprise system, like those at 
the National Review, regard the competition 
they have created as a good thing. I certainly 
hope so. 

It’s hard to believe that in 1955, the Soviet 
Union was in full power, that Ronald Reagan 
was a Democrat, and the truth of the matter 
is, Bill, I was more interested in Willie Mays 
than I was in you. [Laughter] But a lot has 
changed in a brief period of time, when you 
think about it. Many of the more important 
changes of the 20th century happened be-
cause the National Review stood strong, and 
that’s a fact—that’s a fact of history. 

I’m glad to know that the people of Na-
tional Review aren’t resting on their laurels. 
A sign of a good leader is somebody who 
can lay the foundation so that people are able 
to carry on. I think that’s going to be a legacy 
of Bill Buckley. He just didn’t show up and 
create something that cratered; he created 
something that stood the test of time and 
grew. 

The people of the National Review are de-
termined to leave their mark on this new cen-
tury, and we appreciate it. You got a lot of 
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readers here in the West Wing. My admoni-
tion is to keep thinking, to keep writing, and 
keep working. 

I found another Buckley quote inter-
esting—when he wrote, with characteristic 
modesty, that did National Review not exist, 
no one would have invented it. [Laughter] 
I think it’s more accurate to say that only 
Bill Buckley could have invented National 
Review. And that’s a tremendous influence 
on American life that can be explained only 
by its unwavering trust and appeal of human 
freedom—this great understanding of the 
power of freedom to change societies and to 
lift up people’s lives. 

It is an honor to be here to thank you for 
your service. I want to thank you for leaving 
us a magazine and a group of thinkers that 
will help make the advance of liberty over 
the last 50 years look like a dress rehearsal 
for the next 50 years. 

May God bless the Buckley family. Thank 
you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in Room 
450 of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building. 
In his remarks, he referred to former Secretary 
of State Henry A. Kissinger; Thomas L. ‘‘Dusty’’ 
Rhodes, National Review President and Board 
Chairman; and Edward A. Capano, National Re-
view Publisher and CEO. 

Proclamation 7940—German- 
American Day, 2005 
October 6, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
German Americans have played an impor-

tant role in establishing America as a land 
where liberty is protected for all of its citi-
zens. Each year on German-American Day, 
we celebrate the contributions the millions 
of Americans of German descent have made 
to our great Nation. 

Among the early German immigrants, 
many saw America as a beacon of religious 
freedom and an opportunity for an improved 
standard of living. German immigrants 
helped pioneer the first American colony at 
Jamestown. Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg 

served as the first Speaker of the House of 
Representatives; in this role, he certified the 
final version of the Bill of Rights. 

Throughout our country’s history, men and 
women of German descent have worn the 
uniform of the United States military to de-
fend our country’s freedom. Among these 
were Admiral Chester Nimitz, Commander 
in Chief of the United States Pacific Fleet 
during World War II, and General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, who went on to become one 
of America’s Presidents of German ancestry. 
Today, German-American troops continue to 
serve proudly in our Nation’s Armed Forces. 

German Americans have enriched many 
other aspects of American life. Albert Ein-
stein’s advancements in the field of physics 
help define our understanding of the uni-
verse. Theodor Seuss Geisel, more com-
monly known as Dr. Seuss, has captivated 
the imaginations of children for generations 
with his timeless classics. Baseball great Lou 
Gehrig’s courage on and off the field con-
tinues to inspire the American spirit more 
than 60 years after his death. 

On German-American Day, we also honor 
the important friendship between the United 
States and Germany. Our nations share be-
liefs in human rights and dignity, and on this 
day, I join all Americans in celebrating the 
bonds that tie our two nations and in re-
affirming the importance of our continuing 
friendship. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2005, 
as German-American Day. I encourage all 
Americans to celebrate the many contribu-
tions German Americans have made to our 
Nation’s liberty and prosperity. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:28 a.m., October 7, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 11. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of 
Hungary and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
October 7, 2005 

President Bush. We’ll have opening state-
ments, and we’ll both take questions—two 
a side. 

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. I thank you 
for coming. We have just had a very lengthy 
discussion, and it should be a lengthy discus-
sion. After all, we’re friends and allies. I ap-
preciate very much your understanding of 
the importance of democracy and freedom. 
I want to thank you for your leadership. 

I am pleased with the economic progress 
that you’ve made. I say ‘‘pleased’’ because 
there is a lot of U.S. investment in Hungary. 
People have chosen to invest in Hungary be-
cause it’s a place that honors rule of law. It’s 
got reasonable taxation and reasonable regu-
lation. I’m not surprised that the country has 
got a good economic environment. After all, 
the Prime Minister is somebody who under-
stands economics and business. And so con-
gratulations on setting an environment that 
people—in which people feel comfortable 
about investing. 

We talked about the world. And again, I 
want to thank Hungary for its contributions 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The Prime Minister also brought up some 
issues of concern to the people of Hungary, 
one of which, of course, is visa policy. He 
understands that his job, when talking to the 
President, is to—is to say, ‘‘The people of 
my country’’—which he did—‘‘are con-
cerned about the visa policy.’’ And I told him 
that we recognize that we need to move for-
ward and work with our friend. We have set 
up a roadmap, a way forward, to make sure 
our visa policy works for the people of Hun-
gary. 

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for bringing 
up the issue. I assured him that I will con-
tinue to work with Secretary Rice to put a 
plan in place, to cooperate with Hungary, 
and to have a plan in place that is a fair and 
reasonable plan for the people of Hungary. 

All in all, I found it to be a great visit. 
The visit, by the way, started yesterday when 
his good wife and my wife visit—had a—had 

a strong visit. She laid the groundwork for 
this diplomacy that’s being conducted today, 
and she did a great job. So welcome to you 
and your wife, here to America. 

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dent, ladies and gentlemen, let me use my 
mother tongue, mainly because I would like 
all the Hungarian people understand what 
I’m saying here in the Oval Office. Please 
understand, just—Hungarian sometimes is 
very hard. 

[At this point, the Prime Minister continued 
his remarks in Hungarian, and they were 
translated by an interpreter.] 

So we came to the United States to 
strengthen our friendship and our ally. We 
came to emphasize once again that we under-
stand that we have joint matters, joint affairs 
in this world to do. And maybe the two coun-
tries have different possibilities, but we have 
equal responsibility to sustain stability and 
peace in the world and to represent the case 
of democracy. 

Now in these matters, the United States 
and Hungary are not just allies but are also 
good, understanding friends. We did rein-
force our former agreement about our pres-
ence in Iraq and Afghanistan. We did not 
introduce any new elements to that field. 

I think we also would like to see that be-
sides security elements the cooperation, the 
partnership between the United States and 
Hungary are more and more about business 
and good relations. And also, American in-
vestors, the largest American businesses, 
have played a key role in making sure that 
Hungary has reached a record high in terms 
of—[inaudible]—capital influx over the past 
year. 

Many similarities and some differences be-
tween our two countries, but there is one 
thing where we are completely identical in 
our ideas. Both President Bush and myself 
want to make sure that our people in the— 
in the United States and in Hungary live in 
security, that they have peaceful lives, pros-
perity, democracy. And these are the key 
issues, really. 

Many thanks, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Thank you. Thanks for 

coming. A couple of questions. 
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Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associated 
Press]. 

Associate Justice-Designate Harriet Miers 
Q. Thank you, sir. The criticism, from 

some conservatives, of Harriet Miers is con-
tinuing and getting rather sharp, as you 
know. Are you willing to rule out ever letting 
her nomination be withdrawn? 

President Bush. Harriet Miers is an ex-
traordinary nominee. She is a very bright 
woman. She is a pioneer in the law in Texas. 
In other words, she was the first woman hire 
of her firm, first partner of the firm. She’s 
the first head of the Texas Bar Association. 
I mean, she has got a record of accomplish-
ment that is extraordinary, in my judgment. 
She is a woman of deep character and 
strength. She is—she didn’t come from the 
bench, but so did—you know, a lot of other 
people didn’t come from the bench when 
they were named for the Supreme Court. I 
would ask people to look at Byron White, 
for example, or Judge Rehnquist himself. 

And I’m confident she’s going to be a Su-
preme Court Judge who will not legislate 
from the bench and will strictly interpret the 
Constitution. I am incredibly proud of my 
friend being willing to take on this task. She’s 
going to be a great judge. 

Q. So are you ruling it out, any with-
drawal? 

President Bush. No, she is going to be 
on the bench. She’ll be confirmed. And when 
she’s on the bench, people will see a fantastic 
woman who is honest, open, humble, and ca-
pable of being a great Supreme Court Judge. 

Visa Issue 
Q. Have you set a deadline for the visa 

issue to be solved? 
Prime Minister Gyurcsany. We agreed 

on a roadmap which makes sure that Hun-
garian people can really perceive that it’s 
easier and more equitable to have access to 
American visas. I could feel that Mr. Presi-
dent has a very clear understanding about 
why this is important for Hungarians. And 
I was completely sure that we will achieve 
the fastest possible progress which is allowed 
by legislative background and laws here in 
the United States. 

President Bush. Good answer. Steve 
[Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Terrorist Threat Against New York City 
Subway 

Q. How significant was the threat against 
New York yesterday, and did New York over-
react? 

President Bush. I’m getting a little older, 
Steve, I can’t hear you. [Laughter] 

Q. Sorry. Did New York City overreact to 
the threat yesterday? And how significant 
was that threat, and are there any suspects? 

President Bush. Well, our job is to gather 
intelligence and pass them on to local au-
thorities. And they make the judgments nec-
essary to respond. The level of cooperation 
between the Federal Government and the 
local government is getting better and better. 
And part of that level of cooperation is the 
ability to pass information on. And we did, 
and they responded. 

Q. So you don’t think they overreacted? 
President Bush. I think they took the in-

formation that we gave and made the judg-
ments they thought were necessary. And the 
American people have got to know that, one, 
that we’re collecting information and sharing 
it with local authorities on a timely basis, and 
that’s important. 

50th Anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian 
Revolution 

Q. I would like to raise the question to 
President Bush as well, if, as far as you know, 
you’ve got an invitation from the Hungarian 
Government for next year for the 50th anni-
versary of the 1956 revolution? So would you 
accept this invitation? 

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. We certainly 
spoke about the invitation; 1956 is a huge 
achievement for the Hungarian nation. And 
the impact of that goes far beyond the bor-
ders of Hungary. We certainly want to make 
sure that our friends, friends of democracy 
are there next year in Hungary. Therefore, 
I extended an invitation to the President for 
next year to Hungary, and I’m completely 
certain that he would come. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Well, he did extend the 
invitation, and I appreciate the invitation, be-
cause 1956 means a lot to a lot of Americans. 
A lot of Americans came from Hungary to 
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live here after the ’56 incidents. They can 
trace their history to our country because of 
those—of what took place in Hungary. Plus, 
a lot of Americans followed the incidents in 
1956 and appreciated and respected the 
courage of folks who were willing to stand 
up for freedom and liberty. 

See, 1956 says to us, there are key mo-
ments in history when ordinary citizens are 
willing to defend the right for all to be free. 
And so it’s an important event. I told the 
Prime Minister, I’m not my own scheduler. 
I will pass the word on how important this 
event is, and I will look very carefully at the 
invitation. 

Listen, thank you all. Mr. Prime Minister, 
thanks for coming. Appreciate it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
the President referred to Klara Dobrev, wife of 
Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Prime Minister 
Gyurcsany spoke in Hungarian, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks at a Reception Honoring 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
October 7, 2005 

The President. Gracias, y bienvenidos a 
la Casa Blanca. Thank you for coming. It is 
such an honor to have you here to help cele-
brate Hispanic Heritage Month. It’s a month 
in which we can recognize the contributions 
that Hispanic Americans make to our great 
land. 

The Hispanic community is known for its 
strong commitment to the familia y fe and 
a great love of our country. Here’s what I 
think: I think Hispanic Americans—I don’t 
think, I know Hispanic Americans have 
helped build our country and shape our cul-
ture, and the United States is better off be-
cause of the Hispanic influence. 

I appreciate so very much that members 
of my administration have come. I told them 
they could take a little time off from work. 
[Laughter] Carlos Gutierrez, the Secretary of 
Commerce, and his wife, Edi, thank you for 
coming. El Juez, the Attorney General of the 
United States, Al Gonzales, and his wife, 
Becky. Hector Barreto, head of the SBA. 
Newly confirmed as the Assistant Secretary 

of Commerce, Israel Hernandez. Congratu-
lations. 

We’ve got Members of the Congress who 
are here. Wayne Allard, thank you for com-
ing. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Marilyn Musgrave, 
Henry Cuellar, Luis Fortuno, thank you all 
for being here. It’s such an honor you’re 
here. Hans Hertell, an Ambassador to the 
Dominican Republic, members of the diplo-
matic corps, thank you all for coming. It’s 
nice of you to join us today. Los 
Embajadores. 

It is good to see my friend, Emilio Estefan. 
Thank you for coming, Emilio. Hector 
Gomez, Major League Soccer player from 
the L.A. Galaxy is with us. Christian Gomez, 
Major League Soccer player from D.C. 
United. Strong right-hander from the Wash-
ington Nats, Esteban Loaiza. Gracias, thank 
you all for coming. We’re proud you’re here. 
I appreciate members of the Latino organiza-
tions who are here today. Thank you for 
working on behalf of Latino citizens around 
the country. 

As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, 
we honor the promise of freedom and oppor-
tunity that brought either you or your ances-
tors to America. That’s what we’re honoring. 
We’re honoring the fact that this is a free 
society, and we recognize our responsibility 
to ensure that everyone in this country has 
a chance to realize their God-given talents 
and to realize their dreams. That’s what 
America is all about. America must always 
be a land of dreamers, and people will have 
a chance to realize those dreams. 

The 21st century opportunity begins with 
a quality education. You can’t be a land of 
dreams if you don’t educate your kids. One 
of my biggest concerns was that sometimes 
in our public schools, if your parents didn’t 
speak English, for example, you just got shuf-
fled through. And that was unacceptable to 
me and unacceptable to many Members of 
the United States Congress. 

I came together for the—with the Con-
gress to challenge what I’ve called the soft 
bigotry of low expectations, to encourage 
school systems all around America to raise 
standards and raise the bar and measure to 
make sure that every child is learning to read 
and write and add and subtract. And if not, 
if they find they’re not learning to read and 
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write and add and subtract, do something 
about it early, before it’s too late. 

And so the No Child Left Behind Act be-
came the law. And that law is beginning to 
make an enormous difference in the lives of 
Latino youngsters. And I can tell you how 
I know: It’s because we measure. We know. 
People are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract, and that’s going to make 
America a better place for generations to 
come. 

Secondly, we’ve got to make sure that this 
is a country where work is respected and 
work is rewarded, where people who want 
to work hard to own their own business are 
able to do so. I believe it’s important to keep 
taxes low in order to make sure entre-
preneurs are able to get their business started 
and keep their businesses running. 

I know it’s important to have legal reform 
and regulatory reform to make sure the envi-
ronment is such that entrepreneurs of all 
walks of life have a chance to flourish. I am 
proud to report to you that Latino-owned 
businesses are on the rise in the United 
States of America. And America is better for 
it when people are able to create jobs and 
own their own business. 

I mentioned Hector Barreto being here. 
The Small Business Administration has more 
than doubled the number of loans to His-
panic-owned businesses since 2001. Our goal 
is to get people a chance to realize their 
dream of owning their own business. And 
one of the reasons why we’re creating jobs 
in America, that Carlos talked about, is be-
cause the small-business sector is strong. Any 
strong economy must have a strong business 
sector. And the strong—the business sector 
is going to be even stronger because of 
Latino-owned businesses. 

I set a goal of 5.5 million new minority 
homeowners by the end of this decade. I’m 
proud to report the number of minority 
homeowners has increased by 2.2 million 
since I set the goal. See, I love the fact that 
more and more people from all walks of life 
are opening up the door of their home and 
saying, ‘‘Welcome to my home. Welcome to 
my piece of property. Welcome to a place 
where I can raise my family.’’ There’s nothing 
better than homeownership in America, and 
this administration is dedicated to make sure 

more and more people from all walks of life 
are able to open up the door where they live 
and say, ‘‘Come on in to my house.’’ 

As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, 
we’re also going to honor the strong tradition 
of service in the Hispanic community. His-
panic Americans have fought in every war 
since our founding. Forty-two Hispanic 
Americans have earned our Nation’s highest 
military decoration, the Medal of Honor. 

At this hour, men and women of Hispanic 
heritage are bringing freedom to people of 
other lands. They are laying the foundation 
of peace for generations to come. They are 
making sacrifices to bring justice to the ter-
rorists and, at the same time, giving people 
a chance to live in a free society. 

More than 127,000 Hispanic Americans 
wear the uniform of the United States of 
America. I’m proud to be their Commander 
in Chief, and I want to welcome those who 
wear the uniform to this event today. Thank 
you all for coming. 

The strength of this country is the fact that 
every day, thousands of citizens, millions of 
citizens, volunteer to make somebody’s life 
better. And that includes thousands and mil-
lions of Hispanic Americans who are volun-
teering in their community, people who use 
their time and their talent to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others, people who 
have heard the universal call to love a neigh-
bor just like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

In the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, Hispanic groups around this country 
provided critical services and much-needed 
love to people whose lives were affected by 
those storms. In Texas, the League of United 
Latin American Citizens—we call them 
LULAC—served food at shelters and teamed 
up with the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
to help people find housing as well. In Ari-
zona, Latino groups sent truckloads of water 
and food and medical supplies to Mississippi. 
The National Council of La Raza established 
a relief fund to provide emergency financial 
aid and housing assistance to hurricane vic-
tims. Acts of generosity from Hispanic Amer-
icans gave many people a lot of hope, and 
our Nation honors the compassion of Latinos 
today in this celebration. 

The President’s Volunteer Service Award 
that I’m about to give to six citizens is the 
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highest level of commendation a President 
can give in recognition of those who have 
contributed their time and energy to helping 
others. 

Today, I’m going to talk about—you’ll hear 
the stories of six folks who have served as 
such a wonderful example. I mean, not only 
have these people helped somebody but they 
served as an example for others. They’re true 
leaders in their own quiet way and their own 
humble way: Junior Salazar of Bradenton, 
Florida; Marie Arcos of Houston, Texas; 
Manuel Fonseca of Nashville, Tennessee; 
Elmer Carreno of Silver Spring, Maryland; 
Maria Hines of Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
and John Diaz of Crowley, Colorado. 

Their efforts are helping children to learn 
to read, improving fire safety in schools and 
communities, and helping more Hispanics 
achieve the dream of a college education. In 
the wake of the hurricanes, they’ve helped 
set up emergency clinics, provided spiritual 
counseling to the displaced, just simple acts, 
such as reading stories to children whose 
families had lost their homes. Today, we’re 
here to honor your service, and we appre-
ciate so very much what you have done to 
help lift the spirit of the country. 

As we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, 
we thank the Hispanic community that has 
helped build and shape our country in so 
many ways. America is a better place because 
of your contributions. I join all Americans 
in celebrating the accomplishments and 
wishing our Hispanic communities all across 
the country continued success. 

I want to thank you all for coming. And 
now, I’m going to ask the military aide to 
please announce the Volunteer Service 
Awards. Y por fin, que Dios les bendiga. 

[At this point, Maj. Christian G. Cabaniss, 
USMC, Marine Corps Military Aide to the 
President, read the citations, and the Presi-
dent presented the medals.] 

The President. I hope you can tell why 
I was so looking forward to this event. 
There’s nothing like being able to thank six 
quiet heroes, helping to improve somebody’s 
life, and at the same time, improving the spir-
it of the country. What a joyous occasion. 
Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Herculez Gomez, forward, L.A. 
Galaxy; Emilio Estefan, Jr., president, Estefan En-
terprises, and member, President’s Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities; and Eleuterio 
Salazar, Jr., President’s Volunteer Service Award 
recipient. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Legislation To Increase Domestic 
Refining Capacity 
October 7, 2005 

I commend the House for passing legisla-
tion that would increase our refining capacity 
and help address the cost of gasoline, diesel 
fuels, and jet fuels. No refineries have been 
built in our Nation since 1976, and the recent 
disruptions in supply from Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita have demonstrated that ad-
ditional refining capacity is critically needed. 
We must continue to promote sound energy 
policy to help keep prices down for small 
businesses and hard-working American fami-
lies. 

Proclamation 7942—National School 
Lunch Week, 2005 
October 7, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Since 1946, the National School Lunch 

Program has contributed to the welfare of 
our Nation’s youth and the academic mission 
of our schools. Each year during National 
School Lunch Week, we recognize this valu-
able program and highlight the continuing 
importance of providing America’s children 
with access to nutritious meals. 

Today, nearly 100,000 public and private 
schools and residential child care institutions 
are implementing the National School Lunch 
Program, providing fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, milk, and other nutritious food choices 
to an average of 29 million children each 
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school day. The School Breakfast Program 
and the availability of after-school snacks as 
part of the School Lunch Program give chil-
dren additional opportunities to receive a 
more wholesome diet. 

Through the National School Lunch Pro-
gram, school officials and food service profes-
sionals continue to demonstrate their dedica-
tion to our Nation’s youth. To support these 
efforts, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Team Nutrition provides important nutrition 
education programs for children and tech-
nical training programs for food service pro-
fessionals to assist them in preparing healthy 
school lunches. The National School Lunch 
Program also supports the HealthierUS 
School Challenge, an initiative that recog-
nizes schools and local communities for ac-
tively promoting healthy lifestyles. By en-
couraging healthy eating habits and access to 
nutritious food, we are helping America’s 
young people succeed in school, and we are 
helping protect them against childhood obe-
sity, diabetes, and the risk of other serious 
health problems later in life. 

In recognition of the contributions of the 
National School Lunch Program to the 
health, education, and well-being of Amer-
ica’s children, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87–780), 
as amended, has designated the week begin-
ning on the second Sunday in October of 
each year as ‘‘National School Lunch Week,’’ 
and has requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 9 through Octo-
ber 15, 2005, as National School Lunch 
Week. I call upon all Americans to join the 
dedicated individuals who administer the Na-
tional School Lunch Program in appropriate 
activities that support the health and well- 
being of our Nation’s children. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:18 a.m., October 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 13. 

Proclamation 7943—Leif Erikson 
Day, 2005 
October 7, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
More than 1,000 years ago, Leif Erikson 

left the coast of Greenland and began a jour-
ney to explore new lands. He made that voy-
age in the spirit of discovery and became one 
of the first Europeans known to have reached 
North America, inspiring stories of bountiful 
lands and charting a way for future explorers 
to follow. On Leif Erikson Day, we celebrate 
the accomplishments of Leif Erikson and his 
crew, and we honor the many contributions 
of Nordic Americans to our Nation. 

The journey of Leif Erikson reflects the 
spirit that has made America strong, as the 
desire to explore and understand is part of 
our national character. Today, we continue 
to push the frontiers of knowledge in many 
areas and especially with our exploration of 
space, drawn to the heavens as we were once 
drawn to the open seas. 

Generations of Nordic Americans have 
come to our country with a sense of deter-
mination and optimism, and they have 
helped build a stronger and more vibrant Na-
tion. On Leif Erikson Day, we celebrate Nor-
dic Americans, as well as the ties between 
America and the Nordic nations. We are 
joined by a common respect for liberty, 
human rights, and the dignity of every per-
son. Working together, we are spreading 
freedom and hope, and we are helping to 
build a better and more compassionate 
world. 

To honor Leif Erikson, son of Iceland and 
grandson of Norway, and to celebrate our 
citizens of Nordic-American heritage, the 
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88– 
566) approved on September 2, 1964, has au-
thorized and requested the President to pro-
claim October 9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson 
Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
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do hereby proclaim October 9, 2005, as Leif 
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our 
rich Nordic-American heritage. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:18 a.m., October 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 13. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

October 1 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 
The President declared an emergency in 

Delaware and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
New York and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

October 2 
In the morning, the President returned to 

Washington, DC. Later, at the Cathedral of 
St. Matthew the Apostle, the President at-
tended the annual Red Mass. 

In the evening, in the Residence, the 
President had dinner with Counsel to the 

President Harriet E. Miers to discuss his de-
cision to nominate her to be an Associate Jus-
tice of the United States Supreme Court. 

Also in the evening, the President had a 
telephone conversation with White House 
Chief of Staff Andrew H. Card, Jr., to discuss 
his decision to nominate Harriet E. Miers 
to be an Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court. 

October 3 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he had a hurricane 
briefing. 

Also in the morning, the President had 
separate telephone conversations with Su-
preme Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts, 
Jr., and Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor to discuss his decision 
to nominate Harriet E. Miers to be an Asso-
ciate Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Prime Minister Lawrence Gonzi 
of Malta. 

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in a credential ceremony for newly ap-
pointed ambassadors to the U.S. 

October 4 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

October 5 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Secretary of Defense Donald 
H. Rumsfeld and Lt. Gen. David H. 
Petraeus, USA, former commander, Multi- 
National Security and Transition Com-
mand—Iraq. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and 
Under Secretary of State for Public Diplo-
macy and Public Affairs Karen P. Hughes. 

The White House announced that the 
President will travel to Mar del Plata, Argen-
tina, on November 3–5 to participate in the 
Summit of the Americas and to meet with 
President Nestor Kirchner of Argentina, and 
that the President will visit Brazil on Novem-
ber 5–6 and Panama on November 6–7. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jeffrey Thomas Bergner to be As-
sistant Secretary of State for Legislative Af-
fairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Susan McCaw to be Ambassador 
to Austria. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Nicholas F. Taubman to be Am-
bassador to Romania. 

October 6 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and a hurricane briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President had lunch 

with William F. Buckley, Jr., founder of Na-
tional Review magazine. Later, the President 
met with advisers to discuss avian inflenza. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Charles, Prince of 
Wales, of the United Kingdom and his wife, 
Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, to the 
White House for lunch and dinner on No-
vember 2. 

October 7 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Roosevelt 
Room, he met with Iraq print and broadcast 
journalists. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
chief executive officers of manufacturing 
companies to discuss private sector efforts to 
prepare for a potential avian influenza out-
break. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate David Steele Bohigan to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Market Ac-
cess and Compliance. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Antonio Fratto to be Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury for Public Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Susan C. Schwab to be Deputy 
U.S. Trade Representative with the rank of 
Ambassador. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ron Silver and Judy Van Rest to 
be members of the U.S. Institute for Peace. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts 

in the area struck by Hurricane Ophelia on 
September 11–17. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted October 6 

Jeffrey Thomas Bergner, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Legislative Affairs), vice Paul Vincent 
Kelly, resigned. 

David Steele Bohigian, 
of Missouri, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, vice William Henry Lash III, re-
signed. 

Terrence L. Bracy, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall Scholar-
ship and Excellence in National Environ-
mental Policy Foundation for a term expiring 
October 6, 2010 (reappointment). 

Antonio Fratto, 
of Pennsylvania, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury, vice Robert Stanley Nichols. 

Susan Rasinski McCaw, 
of Washington, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Austria. 

Susan C. Schwab, 
of Maryland, to be a Deputy United States 
Trade Representative, with the rank of Am-
bassador, vice Peter F. Allgeier. 

Ron Silver, 
of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the U.S. Institute of Peace 
for a term expiring January 19, 2009, vice 
Stephen D. Krasner, term expired. 
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Sarah M. Singleton, 
of New Mexico, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion for a term expiring July 13, 2008, vice 
Ernestine P. Watlington, term expired. 

Nicholas F. Taubman, 
of Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Romania. 

Judy Van Rest, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the U.S. Institute of Peace 
for a term expiring January 19, 2009, vice 
Daniel Pipes. 

Eric Nicholas Vitaliano, 
of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of New York, vice Arthur 
D. Spatt, retired. 

Submitted October 7 

Harriet Ellan Miers, 
of Texas, to be an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, vice 
Sandra Day O’Connor, retiring. 

Withdrawn October 7 

Timothy Elliott Flanigan, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Attorney General, 
vice James B. Comey, resigned, which was 
sent to the Senate on June 20, 2005. 

Philip D. Morrison, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury, vice Pamela 
F. Olson, resigned, which was sent to the 
Senate on May 26, 2005. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released October 1 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Delaware 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New York 

Released October 3 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released October 4 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3667 and 
H.R. 3767 

Released October 5 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
To Attend the Summit of the Americas, and 
Travel to Brazil and Panama 

Released October 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall 

Fact sheet: President Bush Remarks on the 
War on Terror 

Fact sheet: Plots, Casings, and Infiltrations 
Referenced in President Bush’s Remarks on 
the War on Terror 

Released October 7 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of remarks by Health and Human 
Services Secretary Michael O. Leavitt and 
Director Anthony Fauci of the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases in 
a stakeout after the President’s meeting with 
drug manufacturers 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to North Carolina 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 1786 and S. 1858 
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* These Public Laws were not received in time 
for inclusion in the appropriate issue. 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3863 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved September 30 * 

H.R. 2132 / Public Law 109–78 
To extend the waiver authority of the Sec-
retary of Education with respect to student 
financial assistance during a war or other 
military operation or national emergency 

H.R. 2385 / Public Law 109–79 
To extend by 10 years the authority of the 
Secretary of Commerce to conduct the quar-
terly financial report program 

H.R. 3200 / Public Law 109–80 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance En-
hancement Act of 2005 

H.R. 3784 / Public Law 109–81 
Higher Education Extension Act of 2005 

H.R. 3864 / Public Law 109–82 
Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities 
Affected by Hurricane Katrina or Rita Act 
of 2005 

S. 1752 / Public Law 109–83 
To amend the United States Grain Standards 
Act to reauthorize that Act 

Approved October 4 

H.R. 3667 / Public Law 109–84 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 200 South Bar-
rington Street in Los Angeles, California, as 
the ‘‘Karl Malden Station’’ 

H.R. 3767 / Public Law 109–85 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 2600 Oak Street in 
St. Charles, Illinois, as the ‘‘Jacob L. Frazier 
Post Office Building’’ 
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